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By BINYAMIN JOLKOVSKY
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW YORK — Dairy farmers
across America this week are crying
over spilt milk. Or, rather, spoiled
milk.

It seems someone commandeered
the Internet earlier this month to
alert subscribers that something
wasn't kosher in the dairy world —
namely, the milk. Cows unable to
answer to a Higher Authority were

R

74470"8230

being used nonetheless, they said, to
produce milk distributed under
kosher labeling. The warning trig-
gered a stampede of frum consumers
fleeing from what they took to be
tainted dairy products.

Rumors on the Internet

For more than a week, about
150,000 Jews throughout America
and Canada abstained from eating or
drinking dairy products, according
to one expert in the kosher food
industry, Menachem Lubinsky, leav-
ing thousands of gallons of milk to
spoil on supermarket shelves and
kosher dairy restaurants starving for
customers. Ahava Dairy of Brooklyn
says some 500,000 customers
stopped purchasing its New Square

U.S. Dairy Farmers
Crying Over Spilt
(Kosher) Milk

E-Mail Scare Triggers Udder Chabs

dairy products.

Total losses to the industry were
impossible to estimate, said Mr.
Lubinsky, who is president of Inte-
grated Marketing and Communica-
tions, but he noted that Americans
and Canadians spend some $1.35 bil-
lion on kosher dairy products each
year; some Jews are still refusing to
consume milk products. Meanwhile,
the speed with which the warning —
which some in the Jewish communi-
ty say was dispatched inappropriate-
ly — gripped the observant world
was startling.

“Rumors can spread 1,000 times
faster through an e-mail list or an
Internet news group,” explains
Rabbi Yaakov Menken, who is the
director of Project Genesis, a Jewish
on-line educational service. “One
person has the ability to inform a-

Please turn to Page 4




Farmers Cry Over Spilt Milk

Continued from Page 1
potentially infinite amount of total
strangers in different communities
and countries around the world.”
Rabbi Menken adds that users
“from small, out of the way commu-
nities from Phoenix to Peoria” rely
on informaton from co-religionists
in large cities like Los Angeles and
New York. “There is essendally no
way of telling if a story is accurate.”
Experts agree there was some
truth to the admonition. According to
Rabbi Yehuda Shain, the publisher
of a kosher-industry watchdog publi-
cation, the B’nei Torah Kosher
Newsletter, a group of 15 to 20 rab-
binical candidates from Monsey,
N.Y., who went to a farm to study how
_cows are raised, realized that many of

the animals may not be kosher. Cows’
abomasa, or fourth stomachs, the stu-

dents were told, are often punctured |
during routine medical operations, |
Rabbi Shain said. To be considered |

kosher, all of an animal’s vital body
parts must be without defect.

The rabbi said the students were
embarrassed to confront the rab-
binic heads of kosher-supervision
agencies directly and question their
competency. Instead, he said, the
students reasoned that by creating a
public outcry, the rabbinical author-
ities would be forced to act. Quietly,
they began to issue warnings — first
by word of mouth, then via fax
machines. Ultdmately, their words of

caution wound up on the Internet, |,

and within hours, observant Jewish
communities spanning the globe
were abuzz with the students’ dis-
covery. The exact identities of those

-who-first:spread the message were

not made known.

Authorities have since sanctioned :

milk and other dairy products. Dur-
ing a conference call last week, a
number of large kosher-supervision
agencies — the OU, the Chof K, the
Star-K, the OK and others — gave a
green light to use the products. Their
decision followed an investigation
that relied on advice from experts in
the field of bovine anatomy and
directors of veterinary agencies from
several states.

None of the kosher agencies would’

elaborate on the basis for their ded-
sion. According to' one source
involved in the investigation, the stu-
dents’ discovery raised valid ques-
tions, but the medical procedure
does not always render the animals
non-kosher; for one thing, they said,
the percentage of cows that do

become non-kosher is small enough, '|:

according to the finding, to be con-
sidered insignificant. A fulllength
report discussing the matter, the
source said, will be issued soon by
Rabbi Yisrael Belsky, a halachic
adviser to the OU. Other, smaller
agencies are still investigating the
matter, and several milk companies
have since purchased new cows that
have not had abomasum surgery.
Meanwhile, rabbinic administra-
tors of the various kosher-supervis-
ing agencies say the rabbinical
students’ attempt to show respect
was misplaced. “Contrary to what
they intended, those involved in the
scare did more damage than good,”
the administrator of the Star-K
Kosher Supervision Service, Rabbi
Dr. Avraham Pollak, whose group’s
phones during the week were “ring-
ing non-stop,” told the Forward.
“They should not have taken the

matter into their own hands, thereby [

creating mass hysteria.”
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Orange Cream Bars

1/2 Gallon Neopolitan
1/2 Gallon Chocolate
Sandwiches
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Last week, observant Jews across America became
concerned about the Kashrus of milk and dairy
products due to a procedure performed on milk-
producing cows.

The halachic complexities involved are beyond the
scope of a newspaper article.

In order to help clarify the issues for our readers, we
are presenting the public statements of the various
kashrus agencies involved.

in all matters of Halacha a competent Halachic
authority should be consulted.
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e August 17, 1994

To Members of the Baltimore Jowish Community:

Te Wnoa 1t May Concern:

A emal) paccentege of roue davelup a conditlen celled
*aleplaced abomanunm® Which Teenlrs from the ux-.m- or
fourth stomech (kevoli} of the Cow wxparimncing n dinatic
tnccease in volatlle, fewo fatty ockd, filljng it vieh gne
uhich 1f not trasted. s dleplaced uithin the cow and may
reedn kn the desth of Uhe cov. The treevment of Lhie
conditirn tn a aucgienl peocedsce whlch s the slonasun
into ite sppeopelate placa.

In regard to tho question that has erisen concerning the

Kashrus of milk, we wish to inform the public that the 17 1*3 of

berlng the past tev daya sn lssuc haz aciten u-lnunw to the
Nosheutn of the milh supply in Asexlcs, becnuse there was o
roncern that this procedura rasmults in punrt-:rv.-d Ravab,
rendering the cow o freifah. snd the lu.\nm 1s thak thee nuu
of o treifal is net kosher.

the Vaad Hakashrys, bascd on information available to them, has

determined that all milk, milk products, and products conteining

Fhe OU Nas lnvesrigated thle lasue carafully, and bic
conculied vith eaperte in bo tomy ard Lhe heado ot
verarinscy depnrtmenta of n sten, Ap well na WLFE
hatarhle wrperts. we have e
sendar the anlmnl 3 £reife, ead Ahe miik copply remeiis
(forten ang can ue coneldarad xnsher willowt questhnn. In
whils 1nnce, e not nes. and hes tees dualt wlth
\tarly by Pogkim Se the gast. b foll sgshues trecpresd)
w1l be tauaad shertly by the o) eetring facth the halaghic
tawix frr les rullng.
PR

Mot Moz

Lot wmencoem s
Febbinie Armini -

milk mpedlcnu may be used sccording to the 2%,

UL
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. August 18, 1994

To Whom It May Concern:

‘A small percentage of cows davelop a condition ¢alled
*displiaced abomasum™ which results from the abomasum, or
fourth stomach (kevah) of the cow axpaeriencing a drastic
increase in volatile, free fatty acid, filling it with gas
‘which if not treated, is displaced within the cow and way
raesult in the decath of the cow. The treatmant of this
condition 1% a surgical procedure which anchors the abomasum
‘into its appropriate place.

issue has arisen relating to the
kashruth of the milk supply in America, because there was a
concern that this procedure results in a punctuxed kavah,
rendering the cow a treifah. and the hglnsna is that the milk
of a treifah ic not kosher.

puring the past faw days an

The OU has investigated this issue carefully, and bas
congulted with experts in bovine anatomy and the heads of
veterinacy departments of several states, ag well ar with
halachic expertsé. We have concluded that the procedure doas
not render the animal a treifa, and the milk supply remains
unaffected and can be considered kosher without question. In
fact, thin issue, {8 not new, and has been deadlt with
simidarly by Pogkim in the past. A full gfeshuva (rocponsa)
will be issued shortly by the OU settinq !o:th the halachic
bcn&a for its :uang

abbi Manachem Genack
Rabbinic Adminiatrator
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=711 *33 KASHRUS LETTER

5-870° 351 milk

I would like to takc issuc -with Rabbi Dr. Moshe
Tendler expressing a position in the milk
controvetsy . In 370 Rabbi Dr. M. Tendler
himself teceived a tesponse in NI 1IR,TPD MR
273 10 "1 P91 re: the milk-fod veal. The same
situation exists with the milk cows in the Eastern
U.S. (in the percentages of ND™ as reported by
the TWMY) which would not permit a ¥B3 503 to
use anything including the milk, salaml & bologna
from those cows. According to the fTOD NYIR we
have at least a RR™RT KP*RO.  Secondly Rabbl
Dr. Tendler's brother in Baltimote, Md. is one of the
largest producets of 5-RWr 35 dairy products,
which would hot permit Dr. Tendler to get involved
in any way elc..

B'nai Torah Kasheus {ctter
Yehuda Shain, Editor

P.0.Box 172, Lakewood, NJ 08701
908-363-7979 o= T
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The Great Cow

Continued from Page B3 R
by Rabbi Sholem Yehuda Gross, known as the Helminer

Rav, who is publishing in this week’s Algemeiner Journal
| a full-page advertisement insisting that between 10 and
15 percent of the cows that are being milked for dairy ,
products — on whose intestines farmers and veterinarians
perform various veterinary procedures — are treif (non- .
kosher). : ‘

The amazing aspect of the debate is that none of the
rabbis or laymen who criticized the Algemeiner Journal
and myself discussed the halachic aspects of the
controversy. Instead, they demanded that I should condemn
Rabbi Tendler for being a scientist and for airing the
problem publicly at the 34th Annual Summer Convention
of the Association of Orthodox Jewish Scientists that took
place at Davidman’s Homowack Hotel.

Remarkably, the critics feel that the whole responsibility
of the cow debate rests on the shoulders of the Algemeiner
Journal, as expressed by Yitzchak Alster from Brooklyn.
On August 29 he faxed me the following: “You should
either print a retraction or close your newspaper. You
committed a Chilul Hashem (Desecration of God’s Name)
of major proportions. ,

Alster and Rabbi Hertz Frankel said that the cartoon
that was published in the August 26 edition could have
been taken straight out of Der Stiirmer, the anti-Semitic
newspaper that was published by Julius Streicher, one of
the most bestial Nazi leaders.

A rabbi, who claims that he is just as educated as Rabbi
Tendler since he graduated high school and has one year
of college education, arrived at my home Monday evenin g
insisting that I would not be forgiven on the forthcoming
Jewish New Year and Day of Atonement, when G-d usually
forgives all sinners who repent. The rabbi insisted that a
_ |newspaper such as the Algemeiner Journal has the halachic
“|standing of a bastard and the only salvation for a bastard
|1s death. “The Algemeiner Journal must die,” he said. .

1 And this was just the beginning. Hell had broken loose.
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From the Editor’s Desk / Gershon Jacobson

‘The Great Cow Debate Continues

assistant city editor at the daily Yiddish

newspaper, Der Tog Moming Journal,
the publisher, Arthur Jacobs, and the news
cditor, Mayer Shtiker, used to come into the
basement editorial offices at 183 East
Broadway on the Lower East Side of
Manhattan and holler, “Hell broke loose.” This
statement would signal that an out of control,
hot news story had broken: an aigplane had
crashed in downtown Brooklyn or a high-
ranking Jewish leader had been charged with
embezzlement or some other story, guarantced
1o create turmoil and major interest. was
developing.

Last Thursday morning, when the
Algemeiner Journal was heing snapped up at
newsstands everywhere, 1 was reminded of the
“hell hroke loose” situation, when all sorts of
people hegan to call conceming my coltunn
in the English scction of the Algemeiner
Journal as well as the news story in the
Yiddish section of last week’s edition and
primarily about the editorial cartoon by the
Algemeiner’s cartoonist, Mordechati
Friedman. illustrating my Yiddish editorial.
Some of the readers found the cartoon
offensive and anti-Semiltic.

By Friday aftemoon, [ was receiving threats

B ack in the good, old days, when | was

that my newspaper would be boycotted unless’

Tapologize to the rabbis for writing about “The
Great Cow Debate.”” One prominent rahbi
argued, “Who are you to discuss such a
sensitive halachic (Jewish legal) problem,
such as this one concerning the kashruth of
cows that go through a veterinary procedure?”

As usual, Rabhi Hertz Franke! was on the
telephone advising me that I must get rid of
Mordechai I'riediman or

forced to pay higher prices for products that
are derived from cows that are kosher beyond
any doubt or suspicion. But why do you rely
on what Dr. Tendler had to say to some
scientists?

“The view of the real halachic decision
makers should be considered as the final word
and not what Rabbi Tendler says — even if
he's the son-in-law of such a Torah scholar as
the late Reb Moshe Feinstein, of blessed
memory,” Rahbi Frankel argued.

Saturday night after havdalah, until the
minute that we went to shul to say selichot
(prayers of repentance) the telephone didn’t
stop ringing and the fax machine didn’( stop
delivering statements from as far as Los
Angeles and Miami Beach. Our readers faxed
photocopies from the Talmud and all sorts of
rahbinical responsa relating to the case of the
American cows and to the great debate about
whether these cows are kosher or treif (not
kosher). )

By Monday afternoon I realized that most
of the people who carricd on the “Great Cow
Debate” were not ceally interested in the gut
issuc but were simply trying to make the
following points: a) Rabbi Tendler is not an
authority to decide which cows are kosher and
that the authority rests only -with a group of
people who consider themselves super frim;
b) when Jews across America become
concerned about the kashrut of dairy products
because of a procedure performed on milk-
producing cows, the halachic complexitics
involved are beyond the scope of a newspaper
and that only onc segment of rabhis can be
relied on as halachic authorities.

That those who complained ahout the
Algemeiner's coverage

at least “educate him
about who is who in the
Jewish community and
tell him that to draw a
cartoon of rahbis
inspecting the behinds
of cows is highty
scandalous.” Rabbhi
Frankel also diswissed
the authority of Rabbi
Dr. Moshe Tendler,
insisting that Rabbi
Tendler's opinion in
such a case s
“ahsolutely
unacceptahle” as a
rabhinical authority

Vendlrs
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Tendler's position on the milk controversy,

of the cow conlroversy
were only concerned
with making their own
narrow points was
evident from a fax |
received from Ychuda
Shin, who identified
himself as the editor of
the Bnei Torah Kashrus
l.etter in Lakewood,
New Jersey. In his
communication to me he
questions the validity of
Dr. Tendler's involve-
ment in this case,
suggesting that Rabbi
Tendler has a hrother in
Baltimore who is one of
the largest producers of

e TOR
¥0 poC 172
LAKEWOOR!, 1) 64701

)
REEE

Boro PPark, Monsey.
Flatbush and other uitra-Orthodox, extremely
Sfrum communitics meet and discuss this very
difficult rabbinical issue,

Rabbi Frankel was vehement when he
insisted that “here is the whole rahhinical
world trying to decide whether the cows are
kosher and you come and quote Dr. Tendler.
‘Who is he? How can Rabbi Tendler compare
to the collective Torah opinion of 600 charedi
(ultra-Orthoedox) rabbis?”

“Mr. Jacohson, I say that you must
apologize for your position,” he continued.
“Perhaps it’s true (hat the whole turmoil was
created to raise the prices of kosher dairy
products, and specifically of cholev Yisroel
and that families that are careful in the kosher
certification of milk, cheese, hutter, yogurl,
cottage cheese and similar products, would be

cholev Yisroel dairy
products.

In any cvent, I am reproducing the letter
from Yehuda Shin as an illustration of the row
that resulted after I aired the controversy
regarding the cow debate.

1 also received an 11-page, single-spaced

responsa from Rabbi Menashe Klein, the grdtid

rabbi of Ungvar. There were also responsa
from Rabbi Ratac] Bliim, the Rebibe of Kasho,
and from Rabbi Yidel Gruber, who gives his
address as 148 Penn Street in the Williamsburg
section of Brooklyn and claims that he is not
responsible anymore for the milk and dairy
products that are under the supervision of the
Satmar rabbinical organization, Hitachdut
Harahomiin (Ceutral Rabbinical Congress).
The “Great Cow Debale” was also joined
Cantinued on Page B4
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