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To: Al Now York Kashrus Agericles
From: Star-K Koshar Certification & Ahava Dalry
Date: October 11, 1996

Picase alert your Milchig Restaurants and Pizza Stores to the
| faot that a certain New York cheose driver/distributor name “Ttzik"

'has been distributing $ pound bricks of Treif Muenster Cheese

with the Gelan labeT attached. — ——

There are two distinct differences between the Kosher and
Treif bricks:

' 1. The Kosher Golan loaves do NOT bear & nutritional label on

the back and the treif one does.
2. The Kosher Golan loaves have an atuminum closure on the top

and the treif one does not.

The cheese has been spotted in two restauraizts and the problem
seems to be contained. If your restaurants huve received such a

| brick, please do NOT use it and notify the Star-K immediately.

Good Shabbos.
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SHATNEZ TESTING: The Monscy Shatnez Test Center
does testing in Monsey, Queens, Englewood & other
areas as well. While testing there arose some questions by
some of the Queens “Rabonim” as to the expertise of the
tester. The Rabonim had garments that the Monsey tester
labeled as non-Shatnez re-tested by the National Shatnez
Testing laboratory & found that they did in fact contain
Shatnez. The 021 confronted the Monsey tester, & was
told that these garments contain Shatnez, yet he was
unable to identify the places that contained the Shatnez.
Other tests were prepared for the tester to ascertain his
degree of expertise. After the conclusion of the testing of
his expertise he was advised not to return to Queens.

We followed up with approaching 931 in Monscy, NY to
advise them to follow up on the serious concerns of the
conclusion of the Queens 0734 The Monsey D39 sent
garments to the Monsey test center & had the same
results, the National Shatnez Testing Laboratory was
able to clearly show the 034 Shatnez even though they
had labels non-Shatnez. The Monsey 034 confronted the
Monsey Shatnez Center with the facts & concluded, heis

not qualified to test for Shatnez.

Thereafter he went to the p12 »a Shatnez laboratory to
obtain a certification. They interviewed him & advised
him that he will require a whole year of training in their
Laboratory before they can consider certification. The
tester advised them that he is leaving the Shatnez testing
field altogether. Upon his return to Monsey he decided to
continue Shatnez testing. Thereafter he obtained the
nmyn of oy vovn 1 ma in Brooklyn, NY despite
being advised by the Monsey ©%29 of the situation.
oY vawn also certifies Lee Ave Laboratory. oYsw vown
does not have a qualified expert in the practical testing of
Shatnez in the y1 m. Lee Ave Brooklyn lab, claims that
they have retrained the Monsey tester. The fact remains
that after retraining, we are confronted with the same
problems, Shatnez garments having labels non-Shatnez.

As an aside: R' Yehuda Shain was trained in Shatnez
testing under R’ Yosef Rosenberger 9”18 40 years ago,
and worked under his personal guidance.

A meeting was called by y* ma ooy vawn to update
them of the findings of the Queens & Monsey 0%24 as far
as the Monsey tester. We were present & a representative
of the National Testing Laboratory as well. Present were
representatives of the Lee Ave Shatnez center, why? The
most important one was not present at all “the Monsey
tester”. Some prominent 0%34 advised against going to
the meeting called by the oY vawn )1 ma as their
intentions are to cover up & to make the accusers look
foolish. We were not ready to accept that a 31 n°a will be
using such tactics. Also at the meeting was a CPA who
brought some suits of his (purchased at the British-
American store in NYC) that were tested by the Lee Ave

BUYER - BEWARE!

Shatnez center & labeled as Non-Shatnez. After retesting
them at the Flatbush Lab (not affiliated with Lee Ave.
Lab) they were found to contain Shatnez.

Also present was a prominent Flatbush Rov & a Flatbush
askan. At first the Lee Ave. Lab told all of us & the »n
y»1 that their tester has not been going to the British
American store in Manhattan for 3 years. The owner of
the suits called the store from the 7 3 & they said that
the Lee Ave. Labs tester comes every 2 weeks to do
Shatnez testing. The 11 52 DYoY VawN was in a bind by
certifying Shatnez garments as non-Shatnez. oyyw Vovn
decided on a new tactic & wanted to know 1 thing only
“why we brought this new problem to them”? (which
quuestions the qualifications of the current Lee Ave. Lab.
(The current head of Lee Av Lab is an individual that
Mr. Rosenberger, OB”M never let him get involved in
Shatnez testing for obvious reasons V¥ Wp 7,09 J)

The CPA & the Flatbush 37 asked the 7 n2 obw Vawn
how they intend to deal with this new serious problem?
The 1 » responded that it’s of utmost importance to
know why I told the Flatbush group about this meeting &
thereby putting them in a corner? And till they do not get
a satisfactory response they will not address any real
Shatnez issues. Then one of the 0%»**4 said a long story
about him eating a hot piece of Gefilte fish & going to the
hospital, & it’s hard for him to talk; yect all the vown
o%%1,009v had him do all of the talking.

We saw that the Monsey tester was not present & Lee
Ave Lab was there, we realized the “set-up”. At that
point it was uscless to remain any longer at the meeting.
We must confess that the %34 that advised us against
going to the meeting, were regretfully right, as this is the
outcome they foretold.

The facts as they are today, the Monsey Shatnez Center
& the Lee Ave Lab. are certifying clothing containing
Shatnez as “non-Shatnez”, under NMIYN DY Vavn.

The “Right Place” in Borough Park was advised that
their tester is unqualified & is certifying suits containing
Shatnez as “non-Shatnez”, the Right Place refuses to
adhere & stop those o*wan, buyer beware. All of the
“Right Place” suits require re-testing by a qualified lab,
which excludes the following labs: Lee Ave Lab & their
affiliates, Monsey Test Center. They claim to be guided
by a pvs of a Rov. The Shatnez testing fee is n2%). We
verified that the Rov was given wrong information.

There have been surfacing some fraudulent letters about
Shatnez & other related issues. The 024 signed
authentic letters that certain Shatnez testers are not to be
relied upon. The fraudulent letters are known as the
“Weinberg-letters”. The Copy Express on Lee Ave. in
Williamsburg is more than happy to provide anybody
with copies of the fraudulent “Weinberg-letters”. To be
continued.

7.3, 11V 9Ty Page 5




At some of the bakeries we don’t think that the kosher
certifier is aware of the fact, We recommend that concerned
consumers check out the facts at the bakery & the certifier. It
may be| advisable to purchase the Parve cakes at those
bakeries|that use only separate ovens.

ou should have your own knowledgeable
mashgiach at your affair: There are many reasons to have
mashgiach in addition to the caterers’ in house
mashgickim: a)  bishul-akum. Many commercial ovens do
not have working pilots. Pilots do become extinguished if
Wwater or|other liquid spills over. Rice cookers do not have
pilots. Electric cooking equipment does not have pilots.
Convection ovens usually do not have standing pilots. b) Are
any utensils being kashered? Are they a non 1y 127 See
the recent articles on this topic.

There are “gummy-type” candies produced under the
name HARIBO, under various koshers certifications. The
Packaging lists the gelatin source as “fish-gelatin”. We
have sent numerous packages to a highly reliable
laboratory to ascertain the gelatin source. The results
were that close to 80% came back as definitely beef
gelatin. The source of the beef gelatin is from a non-
rece.

aware of any kosher Gelatin for confectionery
that is acceptable, regardless if it is animal or fish based.
Therefor¢ any confectionery item that’s gelatin based i.e.
marshmaflows, should not be eaten regardless of the
kosher certification appearing on the package. The Elyon
brand marshmallows were always produced from Eider’s
beef based gelatin, which is fleishig of course, & the
kashrus qf the beef source is unacceptable. Reb Ahron
Kotler OB”M retracted from his original “heter” that
beef based gelatin is Parve, but it retains its “fleishig
status. Reb Ahron writes that gelatin may be
manufactired ONLY on NEW equipment (not-kashered).

There is ip effect & in full force the "Eider'”N»7T n9y¥ x5
from the Baltimore “Bais-Din” See attached. Simon Eider
of Lakewgod a faculty member of Beth Medrash Govoha
as head of Jurisprudence studies Dept, claims ownership
of Elyon Marshmallows, Glatt-tech & Kolatin Gelatin
Co. etc in direct defiance of the Y1 %3 P9,

Tuna: The diet of the tuna consists of mostly crustaceans,
which, of |course, are not kosher. There were numerous
processors that did not eviscerate (remove the intestines)
before cooking the whole tuna. The time frame for
digestion by fish has been established by “Rabainu Tam”
as 24 houts, & the “Rambam” rules that way. Therefore
the “OU”|among others advised the tuna processors that
they will| not be certified as kosher if they do not
eviscerate| before cooking. Now some processors are
attempting to manipulate certain kesher certifiers to

-3

allow them not to eviscerate any more 979 .

The Gefen|brand tuna fish cans used to state product of USA
& Mashgiach Temidi-Bishul Yisroel. The current Gefen
brand tuna fish cans are product of Thailand, no-bishul
Yisroel & ho Mashgiach temidi listed on tuna can?

The basicloperation of the oven used for machine Matzos
commonly known as the ''biscuit tunnel-oven', is as

follows; The dough is a basic dry type 40-45% water
ratio to flour. After going through the various sets of
rollers to obtain the proper thickness, the precut matzo
dough is fed into the oven on a mesh chain. The biscuit
tunnel oven is a relatively long oven (60-150 feet). The
oven is heated by "zones", from as little as 3 zones up to
10 zones or more.

The zones are constructed so that each zone can have its
own distinct temperature. Usually the first zone (where
product enters oven) is kept at a relatively lower
temperature in order to give the biscuit dough "oven-
spring", in other words to allow the cracker to obtain a
rise in the warm, but not too hot, temperature. Yeast
can't live at a temperature above 145F +-, Matzoh dough
doesn’t contain yeast but it has "gluten" which lives till
185F. Gluten is what can cause Y90 =leavening.

The next zone will be a relatively hot zone to give the
cracker matzo its color. The third zone is again a lower
temperature in order to dry the interior of the cracker
matzo. There are also dampers (manual & / or electric) to
fine tune the oven heat. Heat transfers immediately if
direct contact is made with the hot surface. On 2 mesh
conveyor belt there isn't complete contact so it will be a
relatively slow process for the interior to reach the
desired temperature. As long as the interior of the dough
has not reached 185F the biscnit / Matzo will "spring-
rise" in the oven.

Hand matzos are baked on an open hearth which is in
direct contact with the dough, so the internal
temperature will be reached almost immediately so there
isn't any "spring-rise" of the hand matzos and the oven
temperature is considerably higher. This is part of the
reason that machine matzos are relatively thicker yet
softer to eat. Machine Matzos are rolled thinner than
most hand matzos. The water to flour ratio of hand
matzos is 48-50% V. the machine matzos it is only in the
40% range. The higher the water ratio is, the quicker the
matzo bakes, as the water in the dough absorbs the heat
at a much quicker rate than the flour in the dough, hence
it will tend to burn faster. The machine matzo oven is
more of a drying process, while the hand matzo oven is a
baking process ,57p1st 42900 1159 9 5w oy,

Matzo is in the long tunnel oven 3-4 times as long as in
the open hearth stone floor oven, yet it is not as dark as
the hand matzo, 1) The lower water ratio,
2) Multiple zones in the oven, 3) Lower baking
temperatures, 4) Open mesh V. direct contact etc.

* * * * * L]

Wc do not intend in any way to render a Psak Halacha. Any

inferences. conclusions and opinion are strictly our own.

* - »
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The Baltimore based Star-K/D certifying agency tries to
promote itself as a reliable certifier certifying only
Cholov-Yisroel products with the Star-K symbol.
However their Star-D symbol appears on their .

certified ©7Y2¥ 290 products.

In reality the Star-K/D agency is pretending to be a
“Iashgocha” kosher certifying agency, but is actually an
“Opinion agency”. They are deceiving the consumer & other
kosher certifiers to rely on their “opinions”. In “Igros-
Moshe” it states that a “Hashgocha” must be one that the
certifier can state & attest that they are familiar with every
part of the plant & all of their ingredients and processes, and
can aftest that it is an all-kosher product. An “opinion
agency” is not bound by that criterion. Therefore they certify
even what they haven’t seen etc. The kosher consumer is the
ultimate decider on the kashrus standards, and must decide is
it a “Hashgocha”, or will an "opinion” do?

The Star-K/D has been planning for years to take control
of the “Shechitas” in America. They have developed
various unassuming tactics to advance their plan. They
go to a kosher certified plant “OU” or others & claim
they want to also have a small shechita in this plant at
“no-charge”. The abattoir owner & gullible certifier say
why not (thinking the Star-K/D’s standard is
superior=gullible?) Then they take control of the whole
operation by encouraging the customers to ask for the
Star-K/D certified meats. In their accepted methods of
operation, the Star-K/D recently attempted to take away
some of the sources of Glatt Schechita of beefl i.e.
International Glatt / Chaimowitz’s. A Bais Din’s %y
intervention saved the Glatt supply (temporarily? Star-k).

We are a more than a bit perplexed that the kosher
certifiers, especially the larger ones, do not foresee the
danger to kashrus in general that the Star-K/D is, and are
still accepting their certification on ingredients in their
certified products. The Star-K/D is in the forefront of
activating the WOMD to Klal Yisroel, by the disregard of
all basic kashrus standards, etc.

There was a serious incident in the Flatbush area with Glatt
mart butcher certified by the Star-K/D agency. The “Nikur”
deveining/salting process was not performed properly
according to professionals who inspected the facility. The
Flatbush Rabonim who looked into the matter were more
concerned that “Bnai-Torah-Kashrus-letter”  shouldn’t
become aware of the scandal and publicize the facts. They
also stopped others from doing something constructive to
stop it. So it was successfully brushed under the carpet by the

The Baltimore based agency certifics Companies in the
Far East all year including Passover even though they
were never in the facility. The number of facilities that
they certify in the Far East is physically impossible to
inspect once or twice a year. Why inspect and incur
expenses if an “opinion” is sufficient for Star-K/D
kashrus $tandard$.

The Star-K/D is currently the main underminer of kashrus
standards %4. Thcy have overstepped every red-line of
Judaism, Schechita-Neveilas & Traifas (sec Rav Rubin’s
report on “Galil”), permits Bishul (roasts) on Shabbos,

utilizes Bishul-Akum Heteirim- (supreme cause of
intermarriage, per Reb Shlomo Zalman Ob”M). Bishul
Yisroel on Shabbos? (Tuna fish), Certifying manufacturing
facilities that were never inspected, even certifying those
facilities for Pesach products. Certifying facilities in the Far
East & all other areas of the Globe without visiting or re-
visiting in an acceptable minimum number of visits. Allowing
a Jewish owned Bakery to operate on Pesach by making a
YN sale to his Non-Jewish wife. Kosherizing bakeries with
Hagolah and no Libun. Assuming certifications without
ascertaining why others removed certification?
“They are 9”4 in a religion league of their own”.

The attached letter of Rav Moshe Sternbuch states, “to
publicize not to rely on the Hashgochas of Rabbis
Heineman & Babad”. We are challenging other kosher
certifiers that have basic kashrus standards, "what is
their justification in accepting Star-K/D ingredients?"'

Before the Star-K/D came to Empire poultry , there was no
intimidation or harassment per se, hence no need for a
“Shoichtim” union. There was no million dollar civil suit
“Shoichit” V. Star-K/D et al. (Star-K/D et al refused a nymtn
1 ™31, & there was issued a mx>w ) Their attempt to
hide behind the cloak of religion, was rejected even on
appeal. It was settled by paying the Shoichit.

By Star-K/D standards, beverages become
“recommended” ( mind you not only “permitted”), because
flavors are B899 $ QM § N3,

The Star-K/D subscribes to the full Clinton doctrine...ie.
»don’t ask, don’t tell”’, & you don’t have to say the truth
cither, “the people are gullible etc”. A/K/A The Star-K/D
Doctor & the Silver Spring Rabbi Doctrine, 971.

There are waxes applied to fruits & vegetables, and some
of the coatings contain non-kosher ingredients. It is
therefore advisable to wash all fruits & vegetables with a
mild solution of dish soap and cool water and then rinsing
off very thoroughly with water. This will also remove
most of the harmful pesticides used.

There was recently a meeting at the request of KIC/Kehila of
Flatbush regarding another Rav’s kosher certification
standards. After listening to all of the claims of KIC/Kehila
& the Rav’s responsible answers, I among others concluded it
was a turf issue & not kashrus at all.

In the New York Metropolitan area, the setup in many
bakeries is not what the consumer expects it to be.
“Hafroshas-Chalah” in many Heimishe bakeries is done
by the non-Jewish employees, (they don’t want to at least
utilize the OU system-with nwa9yn XDW NYn).

Unbcknown to kosher consumers at large, is that many
(Heimishe) bakeries in the New York metropolitan area use
the same oven for baking dairy and after a short interval of
one hour, they bake Parve. Some of the basic concerns are
actual dairy product all over the outsides of the dairy baking
trays & pans. The possibility of using the same glazing &
brushes & other utensils for hot parve & dairy danishes etc.
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Others refer to it mistakenly as Cholov stam.
imately 8 years ago there was the famous "milk-
s|a/k/a the "treifa cows". It was determined at that
time that milk is being produced from cows that have had

[

farms in the USA retained
veterinarians and have set up a system whereby all cows
that have had any of the veterinary procedures are
removed from the farm permanently. In Europe & other

er to ascertain which Cholov Yisroel companies
plemented a system of removal of the cows from
s. This pertains to all dairy products including
ice cream, chocolate, milk powder, whey, butter, etc.

Therefore milk products from those unsupervised farms
should not be used till a monitored system is instituted, where
all of the affected cows are removed. The percentage of these
procedures in the USA varies from 4% to over 9% depending
on the farm. To be nullified it would have to be less than

large tanks holding thousands of gallons of milk, therefore all
of the rilk became prohibited once it entered the holding
tank, as fthere is no “shishim” to nullify the “treif’ milk in the
holding [tank. We can’t utilize the “kul d’porush” because
once it got mixed in the large tanks “all of the milk becomes
n9>1v abn and is prohibited”.

We redently asked the Administrator/partner of the
“OK?” Kosher certification, what are they relying on (re:
“Traif” cows) when certifying “Cholov Akum” products.
His response was #1 he believes there is only 2% “traif”
generally, #2 that Reb Nechemia Goldberg told him he
can rely on “Roiv” because most cows are not “traif”. 1
explained to him #1 the percentage is higher than 2%, #2
once the milk all goes into a large holding tank there is no
“Roiv” to rely on “It is all *N'm traif milk” ‘cause there is
no “Shishim”. He said he’d call me back; I am waiting for
the OK to institute in all of their ©/99% 29N productions
a verifiable system where the “Traif” cows are removed.

RE: The “Traif” status of the cows that had the common
veterinary procedures. There was some partial Responsa
(ending with “to be continued™) written on the subject by a
rabbinic consultant to a large kosher certifying agency, but
nothing ¢onclusive that would permit the use of the milk or
milk praducts. We understand that the reason that the
Responsg was never completed in all these 8 + years is
because ["personal interest groups do not allow it to be
completed” as the cold facts remain that it is a “treife”, not
nullified |& the milk is not permitted. Until such time that the
Cholov Akum certifiers do not put in a verifiable system of
removing the “Traif” cows, all “Cholov-akum™ milk retains
the status|of “treif” milk VN M xyOA.

A Chingse restaurant in NJ is currently under an
Organized Kosher supervision based in Brooklyn, NY. A
Heimish¢ kosher co-certifier dropped his kosher
supervision at that restaurant a while back when the

currcnt certifier decided to allow the owners to have keys
to the restaurant even after they were caught in the act of
bringing in unauthorized product on several occasions.
One “Mashgiach” left after it was determined that the
current Kosher certifier does not back the “Mashgichim”
in general when they are abused & threatened by the
owners. The “OU”, “Kof-K” & Star-K/D among others
would have long ago removed their certification from the
restaurant. I guess the “OU, Kof-K* & others don’t have
the lean times the current certifier has to contend with.
This certifier also certifies caterers that operate kosher &
non-kosher in the same facility. The Kof-K terminated its
certification when the non-kosher catering commenced.
It’s all a matter of the certifier's kashrus Standard$ .

A Brooklyn based large kosher certifying agency has a
phenomenal imagination. They can imagine that a kashrus
concern doesn’t exist in a company when in fact it does, &
vice versa, or imagining “proper kashrus standards” exists
when in fact it doesn’t. It has a detrimental affect on kashrus.

In psychology there is a term “denial”, defined as
“fooling others in order to fool ourselves”, & “fooling
ourselves ... to fool others”. In communal kashrus we
dare not be in denial regarding our weaknesses.

The Messianics: _For an extensive discussion &
clarification on the subject we refer you to a book written
by Berger. Due to the fact that the Mesianics cannot be
relied upon in kashrus, Shechita, wines (check the bottle
carefully), etc one should be very diligent in being certain
that he refrains from relying on the ones we may not rely
upon. Some of the ones of Messianic concern are,
Rubashkin’s etc, Aaron’s, KAJ, Chai poultry & the OK. See
also (attached) letter from OK Labs. The letter states that the
Star-K/D is of the opinion that all Lubavitchers should be
considered “Mesianics” till proven otherwise.

In response to the many who heard a false rumor that
there were significant changes to upgrade the kashrus of
Agri, Rubashkin, Aaron’s, KAJ, Margaretten, Kesser,
Sephardic Bet Din, etc. YES! it’s a false rumor. As long
as the current 9*wonn 29 is there, no acceptable kashrus
standards will be established. As Rav Neuschloss Yt
stated to me, re: the 1wann 29, "9P WV 1IN DN Y .

The letters & statements of Rabbis Lichtenstein, Gornish
& Rottenberg, among others still stand.

The fact that a respected KEHILA refused recently to abide
by the “Psak” of a Bais-Din is definitely attributable to the
fact that they use, Certify & encourage others to use Aron's
Rubashkin meat & poultry products. The “Timtum-Halaiv” &
the physical sicknesses %77 mbmn that these products cause is
of a great concern to all of “klal-yisroel”.
* * * * * *
“Learn how to withstand animosity,
And to weather unpopularity,
And carry on the struggle,
To uphold Hashem s ideals”.
(A quote from Reb Shinon Schwab, VA
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It is a common practice to use an animal/fish gelatin filter
to filter and clarify grape juice & other juices. The
Mehadrin Hashgochas do not allow the use of gelatin
based filtration. Some have tried fish gelatin,
unsuccessfully, because they were unable to deodorize
the grape juice. The animal based gelatin is produced
from animals whose Kashrus is questionable. The gelatin
is fleishig, & it is processed on non-kasherable non-
kosher equipment.

We were able to verify that CARMEL wines’ & KEDEM
(NY) Grape does not use any Gelatin at all in their
filtration. A number of new grape juices, recently
introduced to the Heimishe market, did in fact, use meat
& or fish based gelatin in their filtration process. We are
surprised that the fact was not publicized by the
distributor's kosher certifiers. ¥ * *

RE:: Ahavah, Morning select, Golan cheese, New Square
dairy etc products. We have reviewed the extensive reports
written and the extensive denials and spoken to some of the
people involved. The controversy in short, is as follows; A
kashrus Organization had one of their people do some
checking into the status of “Cholov-Yisroel” and the controls
in place for the cows rendered “Traif” by certain common
veterinary procedures. The inspections were made by
numerous visits to the different farms over a few months. The
report left many questions unanswered & unclear. The
ultimate conclusion was that some very serious corrections
are required in order to be able to rely that it is truly
“Cholov-Yisroel” and that all of the “Traif’ cows are
removed. There were some previously reported kashrus
related problems with some of these products i.e. Golan
cheese with the certification of “Chug Chasam Sofer”. We
have seen a letter from “Chug” that they never certified the
product & it’s a forgery. The NYS kosher enforcement
division found (at least twice) non-kosher hard cheese with
their outer wrapping (yet the Company managed to retain
Babad and the Star-K/D as their certifiers), surprised?. letter.

As an aside; Rav Neushloss 97pt in his wisdom advised
"New Square" kosher certification agency in no
uncertain terms that the “skver” Hashgocha agency
should not be together with the Star-K/D on any product,
as it is giving them credibility and it will ultimately lower
their own kashrus standards.

"The truth must be heard.

Even if the public docs not like the sound of it,

Whatever the circumstances, regardless of consequences,
The truth must be stated-loudly, clearly and unequivocally”

2PINT NSV NN 20D DV3

Cream of Tartar/tartaric acid (non-synthetic) are derivatives
of actual non- kosher wine & not permittecd. Hence Sweet &
Low etc should not be used, even with a kosher certification.
The Passover production doesn't contain cream of tarter.

kashrusy_@aol.com-kosherconsumer.org

* * * * * *

Coffee & Tea on airlines are served in non-kosher “ben-
yomo” pitchers. Ask for hot water in a cup directly from the
wall mounted hot water unit in the galley.

We feel comfortable in coming to the conclusion that
basically almost all single malt scotch and French
unflavored Vodka are aged in Sherry, wine or bourbon
casks, therefore single malt scotch and French Vodka (&
whiskey in general) should only be consumed with a
reliable Hashgocha.

What does the so-called term “Chasidishe Shechita” mean?
We wouldn’t call a “Breuer’s”, Star-K/D etc or even a
Mashgiach of Chasidik origin a “Chasidishe Schechita”. It’s a
misused term that is confusing & may mislead consumers that
the certifier etc is adhering to a higher kashrus standard.
There is a kosher Schechita and a “Heimisher-Schechita” as
the Satmar Rav 97t has stated, which is a truly higher
standard of kashrus.

A “Schochet”, Mashgiach, Rav etc of even many years
experience does not become an automatic expert of a
“schechita-plant” or any other kashrus plant expert per se. An
expert must also have a very broad understanding of the
intricacies of every aspect from raising fowl / animals
through the packaging. An expert must realize even a slight
change (with all good intentions) may have a detrimental
effect on of kashrus in a different part of the process.

The time has come for the “Schechitas” to invite true experts,
as mere visits by observers, even Rabonim etc and the like,
are not sufficient (and may even be detrimental to Kashrus
improvement) to bring the existing shortcomings to the
attention of the proper personnel who can institute the
required changes.

In response to the many people inquiring about “Chai”
poultry in Canada; a number of Rabonim have advised
their certified establishments to refrain from using the
product. Many Yeshivishe in Canada will only use certain
limited productions from Chai poultry. We are aware
that Chai’s certifier also refused entry to a number of
Shechita & kashrus experts; they must have very valid
concerns for refusing entry; we won't second-guess them.

The Vineland poultry is the preferred commercial poultry.
Empire has recently upgraded their product line by having
their blintzes all “Cholov-Yisroel and all “yoshon™.

OX -TAILS, are part of the hindquarter of the animal &
we customarily do not use any hindquarter at all. There
are very serious problems with the “Nikur” & there is
RNYINTI a9n. The only one not using ox-tails is Alle
Processing/Meal Mart under the Hashgocha of the
Nirbater-Rav, in compliance with the accepted »nm.
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e Dducate sher NSUMEr by Yehuda Shain, of Kashrus Technical Consultants, Lakewood, N. ).  BS’D

I have been involved in the field of Kashrus Consulting & inspections of factories/Companies for the past 20 + years

Until recently, | believed as many people do, that the Star-k Hechsher is above reproach. | wasn'l looking for trouble, but | stumbleq upon a
major scandal in the Kashrus world, which Gedolim have asked me to pursue. If in fact R' Moshe Heineman does have a valid explanation to
all of the following, | welcome the opportunity Lo present all of the issues Lo an acceplable panel of Rabonir knowledgeable in these matters.

The following is a partial list of some items regarding the Star-K (as | see it) Some of he ilems | have personal knowledge, others I've heard
from people / sources deemed reliable. | suggest that everyone of the items be checked out independently.

only The Educated Kosher Consumer will elevate the status of Kashrus, Become The Educated Kosher Consumer-ask questions!

KOSHER RESTAURANT IN BALTIMORE:
ON TZOM-GEDALYAH OF THIS YEAR 5753, THE RESTAURANT WAS KASHERED BECAUSE THEY SERVED FRENCH FRIES PRE-COOKED IN (non
kosher) BEEF TALLOW. NOBODY WAS TOLD WHY IT WAS CLOSED. EVEN LATER WHEN SOMEONE ASKED IF THEY HAVE TO KASHER THEIR KAILIM
AT HOME? THEY WERE FINALLY TOLD YES YOU SHOULD KASHER THEM BUT YOU CANT TELL ANYBODY THIS PSAK. RABBI KULEFSKY AND
RABBI HOPFER ( Bais-din of the Vaad Hakashrus. dBaltimore) WERE NOT MADE AWARE OF THE PROBLEM SO THAT THEY SHOULD PARTAKE IN
THE DECISION OF WHAT TO TELL THE PEOPLE. | ATE THE "PAREVE" FRENCH FRIES N THAT RESTAURANT A FEW WEEKS AGC.

BAGEL STORE IN MONSEY-SPRING VALLEY:
FIRST OF ALL THIS STORE'S HASHGOCHA (I heard) WAS REMOVED BECAUSE OF KASHRUS VIOLATIONS. Others refused to give a Hashgocha
WHEN THE STAR-K WAS PUT ON , WITHOUT BOTHERING TO CHECK WHY IT WAS REMOVED. WHEN A RABB!I MADE AN INSPECTION OF THE
BAGEL STORE AND OBSERVED THE SAME TRAYS (w/ changing only the paper ) BEING USED FOR DAIRY AND PAREVE. THE STAR-K WAS
CONTACTED AND THEY SAID HOLD ON A MOMENT WHILE WE CHECK IT OUT, & CAME BACK ON AND SAID THEY CHECKED IT OUT & THEY ARE
USING DIFFERENT TRAYS TO BAKE THE DAIRY AND PAREVE. EVEN THOUGH THE RABBI CONFIRMED THAT THEY BAKE IN THE SAME TRAYS .
THE STAR-K CAN STILL SAY "THEY USE DIFFERENT TRAYS".
BUTCHER STORE IN BAYONNE, NEW JERSEY:
THE LOCAL RABONIM FROM STATEN ISLAND AND THE SURROUNDING JEWISH AREAS TOLD THEIR CONGREGANTS TO REFRAIN FROM USING
THAT BUTCHER STORE BECAUSE THE MEAT IS QUESTIONABLE AT BEST & CAN NOT BE TRUSTED. THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY WAS ALSO
LOOKING INTO THE SO CALLED KOSHER BUTCHER BUT WERE UNABLE TO NAIL HIM DUE TO THE FACT THAT HE WAS TECHNICALLY UNDER THE
SUPERVISION OF SOME RABBI. LO AND BEHOLD THE STAR-K GIVES THE HASHGOCHA WITHOUT SO MUCH AS CONTACTING THE LOCAL RABBIS
TOFIND OUT IF THE BUTCHER STORE IS OWNED BY A PERSON THAT CAN BE TRUSTED AT ALL? WHEN | ASKED DR. POLLACK "HOW CAN YOU
GIVE A HASGOCHA TO SUCH A BUTCHER?” HIS RESPONSE WAS “it was political-that the Rabonim said not to buy from that butcher”. | DID
SPEAK TO SOME RABONIM AFTERWARDS AND NOBODY WAS CONTACTED!
THE KOSHER? CRUISE:
THERE 1S A "TAKONAH" (from Vaad-Harabonim, D' Baltimore S0+ years ago) ALSO BROUGHT IN IGROS MOSHE Y"D, chelek gimel, simn chai.
THAT YOU MAY NOT GIVE A HASHGOCHA TO SOMEONE WHO SELLS KOSHER AND NON KOSHER MEAT EVEN IF YOU HAVE A FULL TIME
MASHGIACH. THE STAR-K DOES GIVE A CATERER A HASHGOCHA EVEN THOUGH HE HAS KOSHER AND NON KOSHER AS WELL. THE STARK
KNOWS HOW TO SET'UP A HASHGOCHA THAT NOTHING CAN GO WRONG. (called a “Poretz-Geder™ ) THE FACT REMAINS THAT MANY PEOPLE
ATE TRAIFOS ON THE CRUISE UNDER THE STAR-K CATERER. WHEN RABBI HEINEMAN WAS CALLED TO AGUDAS HARABONIM TO EXFLAINHIS
ACTIONS, HE SOLD THEM A BILL OF GOODS. THEY REALIZED LATER, THE FACT REMAINS THE STAR-K WAS "PORETZ-GEDER™ . STAR-K
STILLS GIVES THE HASGOCHA TO THAT CATERER! Where is the Vaad-Harabonim DBaltimore?
CLAM IN TUNA FISH :
WHEN CLAM WAS DISCOVERED IN THE TUNA FISH UNDER THE STAR-K, (Star-K rep. without even seeing the contents said "With our
Hashgocha & our Mashgiach Temidi you can be sure it's Tuna Fish*). | TOOK THE CONTENTS TO 7 MUMCHIM WHO IDENTIFIED THE CONTENTS
AS CLAM. THE STAR-K TO DATE WILL NOT ADMIT THAT IT WAS CLAM ‘CAUSE SHMUEL HEINEMAN TOOK {T TO OTHERS AND ONE OF THE
OTHERS WAS NOT SURE. THE LABELS ARE PRINTED BY THE COMPANIES AND RABBI HEINEMAN DOESN'T KNOW WHAT KIND OF CONTROL
THERE 1S ON THE LABELS, HELL ASK THE MASHGIACH (doesn't R' Heineman set the criteria & systems? what system if any did you make for
labels? ) THE STORY WITH TAMPERING JUST DOESN'T HOLD WATER. NO CODES ON THE MASHGIACH'S REPORT of this run & some other runs
as well (Star-k "it's not worse than the regutar 0-U")}-THE MASHGIACH COMES BACK A FEW WEEKS LATER FOR THE LABELING AND HE HAS
TO RELY ON THE COMPANY TO KNOW WHICH 1S THE STAR-K TUNA CODES. THE COMPANY PROFILE (that | had in my possession .& the Star-k
is giving a Hashgocha & doesn't have a Company profile) LISTS BABY CLAM AND CRABS AS SOME OF THEIR PRODUCTS. THE STAR-K
INSISTS THEY HAVE SPECIAL WAYS TO MAKE SURE THAT COMPANIES DO NOT ALSO PRODUCE NON-KOSHER FISH. even though the Company in
their company profile lists Clam & Crab. ACCORDING TO THE CODES IT WAS COOKED ON SHABBOS & YOU ALSO HAVE BISHUL YISROEL? AND
FOR ERETZ YISROEL YOU HAVE BISHUL YISROEL- BAIS YOSEF? WHOM ARE WE FOOLING? . (INCIDENTALLY. | EXPLAINED TO THE STAR-K HOW
THE COOKERS WORK AND THAT THEY NEVER REALLY PRODUCED BISHUL YISROEL, BAIS YOSEF CORRECTLY).
MEAT 90%+- KOSHER?:
A COMPANY IN THE BALTIMORE AREA PRODUCES KOSHER BEEF, LAMB & VEAL, RABBI HEINEMAN WAS ALSO THE KOSHER INSPECTOR (9 +-
years) FOR THE CITY AND HE WAS AWARE THE SHOICHET WAS MAKING 90 % +-KOSHER (an impossibility!). YET, HE ALLOWED IT AND
EVERYBODY WAS EATING IT. NEVER MIND THAT NOW HE HAS A DIFFERENT SHOICHET THAT IS PRODUCING 45% + - KOSHER. WHY WASN'T
S




ANYBODY NOTIFIED TO KOSHER THEIR DISHES? WAS THE BAIS-DIN NOTIFIED? RABBI HOPFER (a member of the Bais-Din) DID ASK THE NEW
SHOICHET IF HE THINKS THAT KASHERING SHOULD BE REQUIRED!

ALWAYS TRUE ANSWERS ( BUT DELIBERATLY MISLEADING )

WHEN THE STAR-K WAS ASKED WHAT WAS THE PROBLEM WITH THE TUNA FISH RUNS A8/16290, UYCK/12061 BY SOMEBODY FROM

FRANCE. TH% RESPONSE WAS " IT ISN'T BISHUL YISROEL , NOT ANY WORSE THAN ANY OF THE OTHER MAJOR BRAND HASHGOCHAS "

WHEN IN FACT THE STAR-K can't verify if they even had A MASHGIACH THERE. ON Aa/31190 NOBODY WAS TOLD THAT YES WE ARE
LOOKING INTQ THE MATTER ‘CAUSE WE FOUND CLAM. JUST THE STATEMENT WE CAN NOT TAKE RESPONSIBILTY, BECAUSE WE CANT
VERIFY THE PRESENCE OF A MASHGIACH. (if you know that you didn't have a Mashgiach is one thing , but when you cant verify? )
HASHG0CHAS IN SOUTH AFRICA:

A MEMBER OF MOETZES GEDOLEI YISROEL WAS CONTACTED BY RABONIM IN SOUTH AFRICA THAT THE STAR-K IS LOWERING THE
STANDARDS OF KASHRUS OF THE K'HILA D'SOUTH AFRICA " PLEASE STOP HIM.” RABBI HEINEMAN'S ANSWER. “OH! IT'S POLITICAL!"
NON-KOSHER CEREALS ON THE APPROVED LIST:

IN TWO ISSUES OF K ASHRUS KURREMTS THERE WAS LISTED AN APPROVED LIST OF CEREALS, IT WAS ALSO REPRINTED IN KASHRUS
MAGAZINE . |T WAS DISCOVERED THAT THE SO CALLED APPROVED CEREALS HAD NON KOSHER GRAPE JUICE. WHAT [S THE CRITERIA

FOR APPROVING CEREALS OR ANY OTHER PRODUCT FOR THAT MATTER.?

THE LIGHT BULB- BISHUL YISROEL:

WERE THE OTHER RABONIM ON THE YAADS BOARD CONSULTED ABOUT THIS NEW METHOD OF HAVING THE MASHGIACH SCREW IN A LIGHT BULB
(kisam?) WAS ANY MAJOR POSEK. CONSULTED? see Rabbi Blumenkrantz (& ask other Rabonim) how he criticize the light bulb theory
for Bishul Yisroel in his Pesach Sefer.

BAKERY OPEN FOR PESACH:

THE NON RELIGIOUS JEW SELLS THE BAKERY (for Pesach ) TO HIS NON-JEWISH WIFE. IT'S ONLY OPEN TO THE WHOLESALE TRADE . NOT OPEN
TO THE RETAIL CUSTOMER. (see Rashi-Koheles, Perek Alef, Posuk Yud Zain "Roiv Chochma™) ?

INTIMIDATION OF SHOICHTIM: ' ion | - 15i . eel it.
THE SHOICHTIM CLAIM THAT THE CHICKENS ON THE CAROUSEL SYSTEM IS NOT A GOOD SYSTEM. THEY JUMP, THEY ARE A WILD BREED ETC.
THE SHOICHTIM DON'T HAVE TIME TO CHECK FOR HA-GROMAS- SO A MASHGIACH CHECKS ALL OF THEM (each shoichet does 750-800 per
hour-doesn't have time to check. 1 mashgiach checks the chickens from 6 shoichtim 4800@ hour HOW?) A MASHGIACH TO CHECK FOR LIVE
CHICKENS GOING THROUGH THE PLUCKING MACHINE. (yes -live chickens) SOME SHOICHTIM ARE STILL THERE THAT WERE SHOICHTIM IN THE
PLANT AND PLUCKING W/ HOT WATER “TRAIF". ( subsequently closed up by N.Y. State) WHEN | ASKED RABBI SHMUEL HEINEMAN WHY IN THE
WORLD DO THEY COUNT THE AMOUNT OF NE-VEILOS A SHOICHET HAS. AND THEN TELL THE SHOICHET THE NEXT DAY "YOU MUST BRING DOWN
THE AMOUNT [OF NE-VEILOS.” THE SHOICHET HAS 1-2 SECONDS AT MOST TO DECIDE IF IT WAS A NEVEILO OR NOT, AND HE MAY LOSE H!S JOB
WHILE HAVING TO SUPPORT A FAMILY? RABBI SHMUEL HEINEMAN'S (Moshe's brother) RESPONSE "LET THE SHOICHET THROW SOME INTO
ANOTHER SHOICHET'S BARREL AND LET THE OTHER SHOICHET WORRY, EVERY SHOICHET MUST FEND FOR HIMSELF". R MOSHE HEINEMAN
SAYS THAT HE SEES NOTHING WRONG, NOT WITH THE CAROUSEL, THE COUNTING OF NEVEILOS, LIVE CHICKENS GOING THROUGH PLUCKING
MACHINE ETC{ THE ONLY PROBLEM HE HAS IS TO FIND OUT WHO IS TALKING. HIS SOLUTION IS SIMPLE ! DON'T BOTHER TO FIND OUT "WHAT IS
THE PROBLEM[?", JUST GET RID OF THE PEOPLE THAT ARE TALKING TO THE QUTSIDERS. AS REB MOSHE HEINEMAN SAID "I AM DETERMINED
TO GET RID OF S50 % OF THE SHOICHTIM BUT I™M HAVING A PROBLEM WITH THE UNION- BUT I'LL GET RID OF THEM " (the talkers) BUT HE
WOULDNT SQLVE THE UNDERLYING PROBLEMS. THE SHOCHTIM ARE BEING SO INTIMIDATED THEY WOULDN'T OPENLY TALK TO ANYBODY. ONE
SHOICHET EVEN WENT TO A DIN TORAH & GOT A PSAK BAIS-DIN THAT HE IS ALLOWED TO TALK. THE SHOICHTIM WERE MADE TO SIGN A
STATEMENT THAT EVERYTHING 1S KOSHER LI'CHATCHILA. (some of them still don't eat it) ANY KNOWLEDGEABLE PERSON WHO SPENDS A FEW
DAYS IN THE PLANT WILL SEE AND FEEL THE INTIMIDATION AND TENSE ENVIRONMENT. THERE 1S MORE TO THIS.

SPICES FOR PESACH:
A STORE WAS REPACKING 0-U SPICES INTO PACKAGES WITH THE STAR-K FOR PESACH. THE OWNER OF THE SPICE COMPANY ASKED THE
STORE KEEPER HOW 1S IT THAT THE SPICES ARE KOSHER FOR PESACH? ONLY THE O-U GIVES A HASHGOCHA ON THIS PRODUCT. THE STAR-K
WAS NEVER THERE. THE STAR-K WAS CALLED AND ASKED HOW DO YOU GIVE A KOSHER L'PESACH ON THESE SPICES © THE O-U DOESNT GIVE
A (Pesach) HASHGOCHA ON THE SPICES (the O-U gives for pesach only with a full time mashgiach) THE STAR-K RESPONDED THE OU TOLD
THEM THAT THEY DONT KNOW OF A CHOMETZ PROBLEM PER SE, BUT THEY WILL ONLY GIVE A PESACH HASHGOCHA IF THERE IS A FULL TIME
MASHGIACH. DU WOULDN'T GIVE, BUT THE STAR-K WOULD. mind you they didn't ask the spice Co. for permission .

UNAUTHORIZED STAR-K:
1 WAS WITH SHMUEL HEINEMAN IN A TOMATO PROCESSING PLANT AND IT WAS DISCOVERED HUNDREDS OF CASES OF PEPPERS WITH AN
UNAUTHORIZED STAR-K. HE DID NOT IMMEDIATELY TAKE PRECAUTIONS TO MAKE SURE THAT THE COMPANY DOESNT SELL THE PEPPERS
WITH THE STAR-K ON IT. HE TOLD THEM HE WILL NOTIFY THE STAR-K'S MAIN OFFICE. (i've seen the efficiency of the office, someone calls
they want the Star-K on their product. The secretary asks Rabbi Shuman & Dr. Pollack who wants to handle the call. They asked which line is
he on? OH! he hung up already. did you take a name & number? She said no. 1 asked “Is this the same way that you handle a problem also?”

IT TOOK|AT LEAST 4 WEEKS TILL A NOTICE APPEARED IN THE JEWISH PRESS ABOUT THE PEPPERS.

IN 5752, STAR-K NIXES ONE OF THE BIGGEST "TAAKONOS™ IN KASHRUS:
THERE WAS A CONSENSUS THAT IF A HASHGOCHA IS REMOVED BECAUSE OF KASHRUS VIOLATIONS. NO OTHER KASHRUS AGENCY SHOULD
PICK UP THE HASHGOCHA. EVERYBODY AGREED BUT ONE KASHRUS AGENCY REFUSED TO GO ALONG WITH THE PROPOSAL .
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because their methods are far superior to every hashgocha in the world and there just can't be any violations or playing games by the
STAR-K ‘cause if there ARE any violations or other problems nobody will know . Other Kashrus agencies do come public & will discuss &
adrnit to a mistake, why not the Star-k?

AGUDAS HARABONIM :
AGUDAS HARABONIM TOOK, UP AT A MEETING (before Rosh-Hashona) THAT | WAS PRESENT AT, TO CALL RABBI HEINEMAN AND FIND OUT
WHAT IS GOING ON WITH THE STAR-K. RABBI GINSBERG CALLED DR, AVROM POLLACK, WHEN WILL RABB! HEINEMAN COME TO CLARIFY THE
. ASHRUS ISSUES? AGUDAS HARABONIM IS STILL WAITING FOR AN ANSWER.

5753 AKO MEETING IN NEW YORK: (AKO=Association Kashrus Organizations) Nov. 09, 92
BY AGREEMENT WITH THE STAR-K, (& demanded by R' Shimon Eider) THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF "AKO" HAD TO ASSURE (at all costs) THE
STAR-K THAT THE PUBLICIZED ITEMS AGAINST THEM WILL NOT SURFACE AT THE "AKO" MEETING. (But Dr. Pollack can make a statement)
Because the Star—k & R Shimon are afraid to face the truth) CHECK ABOUT THE 2 TAKONOS THAT AKO WANTED PASSED. 1) BEFORE TAKING
OVER A HASHGOCHA THAT ANOTHER KASHRUS ORG. HAD YOU MUST FIRST GET A RELEASE, THAT IT WASNT A KASHRUS ISSUE. 2) A
COMMUNAL KASHRUS 1S ONLY If YOU DON'T GO INTO OTHER HASHGOCHA TERRITORIES ETC. OTHERWISE YOU CANT STOP OTHER KASHRUS
ORG. FROM COMING TO YOUR COMUNITY. I'VE HEARD THAT SOME ESTABLISHMENTS IN THE BALTIMORE AREA WANT TO USE OTHER
HASHGOCHAS. THEY WERE TOLD, THAT THEY WILL BE PUT IN “CHEREM™ AND NOBODY WILL BE ABLE TO USE THEIR PRODUCTS.
PESACH HASHGOCHA:
A YUNGERMAN IN LAKEWOOD WHO WORKED AS A PESACH MASHGIACH FOR THE STAR-K IN HOTELS, LEFT THEM AFTER 2 YEARS-WHEN HE
REALIZED THAT HE DOESN'T KNOW & WASNT INSTRUCTED IN THE METHODS OF HOW TO KASHER & SUPERVISE -JUST TOLD GO TO THE HOTEL.
INEXPERIENCED MASHGIACH:
WHEN THE STAR-K WAS MAKING A TUNA FISH RUN IN STAR-KIST TOGETHER WITH ANOTHER KASHRUS ORG. WHO WAS RELYING ON THE STAR-
K, THEY SENT DOWN 1| MASHGIACH WHO HAD LITTLE If ANY EXPERIENCE IN SUCH A LARGE PLANT(the plant is extremely large, 1200
employees) HE WAS LITERALLY LOST THERE. A run takes 3-4 days, the plant runs around the clock. Only 1 Mashgiach in that plant?
BLINTZ MANUFACTURING CO.:
RABBI SHMUEL HEINEMAN WAS CALLED INTO A BLINTZ MANUFACTURING CO. (under o-u) TO CONSULT WITH HIM WHY THEY NEED A FULL TIME
MASHGIACH, AND If A MASGIACH CAN BE A FLOOR SUPERVISOR ALSO? (a goyeshe company). SHMUEL HEINEMAN DIDNT DISCUSS THE
ISSUES & REASONS WITH THE O-U REP. BEFORE HE GAVE HIS VERY DAMAGING OPINIONS. He agreed that it is a conflict if the floor supervisor
is also the Mashgiach., "But none the less we still encourage it”. (he agrees it's a conflict-yet he still encourages it! 7))
NORDICA CHEESE:
WHEN THE NORDICA CHEESE (UNDER THE STAR-K) APPEARED AS A CHOLOV YISROEL PRODUCT, THE YESHIVA PEOPLE IN LAKEWOOD
CONSIDERED !T TO BE WHAT THEY PERCEIVE TO BE CHOLOV YISROEL. AT A LATER DATE WE DISCOVER THAT THE CHEESE IS FROM CHOLOV
STAM BUT_CREAMED WITH CHOLOV YISROEL, NONE THE LESS THE STAR-K CONSIDERS THE CHEESE CHOLOV YISROEL. THE PEOPLE USING IT
WERE UNAWARE OF THAT FACT,
ROMANO CHEESE:
| CONTACTED A CHEESE DISTRIBUTOR FOR A LARGE QUANTITY OF ROMANO CHEESE -6000 LBS.@ MONTH~(must be aged S mos. +-) . | ASKED
FOR CHOLOV STAM CHEESE (0-U). THE DISTRIBUTOR ADVISED ME THEY CAN NOT GET ME O-U APPROVED CHOLOV STAM FROM EUROPE
(ITALY), ‘CAUSE WE CANT MEET THE CRITERIA OF THE O-U, BUT THEY CAN GET ME STAR-K APPROVED. (cholov yisroel?)
. WOMEN MASHGICHIM:
IN IGROS MOSHE, IT'S BROUGHT DOWN THAT YOU CAN'T HAVE A WOMAN RESPONSIBLE FOR A HASHGOCHA . STAR-K POLICY ,YOU MAY USE
WOMEN FOR A HASHGOCHA.
MERKAZ KASHRUS SEMINAR: DEC. 3, 87
RABB! HEINEMAN SAID THAT THE STAR-K WELCOMES KNOWLEDGEABLE INDIVIDUALS TO INSPECT THE COMPANIES THAT THE STAR-K GIVES
A HASHGOCHA ON. EVIDENTLY THIS POLICY HAS CHANGED. RAV HEINEMAN ALSO SAID AT THAT TIME THAT THE STAR-K POLICY IS TO
KASHER AT 212 DEG. F. 'CAUSE OTHERS HOLD THAT WAY. YET IN OTHER MATTERS THE STAR-K SAYS “WE HAVE OUR STANDARDS & WE SEE
NO REASON TO SATISFY OTHERS (Sefardim?) OF THEIR CRITERIA", RAV HEINEMAN SAID THE STAR-K IN THE LAST FEW YEARS "WE NEVER
CONSULTED WITH THE BAIS-DIN OF THE VAAD HAKASHRUS". RAV HEINEMAN “THEY (the kashrus org.} MUST HAVE CLOSE CONTROL OF THE
LABELS" | GUESS THAT CHANGED ALSO. Rav Heineman “olive oil doesn't need a hashgocha” there were many problems with adulterated olive
oil. RAV HEINEMAN “ WHEN MAKING MUSHROOMS-YOU CAN RELY ON THE FACT THAT BUDHISTS DONT USE MEAT ~
SANDWICH KI0SK IN DOWNTOWN BALTIMORE:
STAR-K REFUSED TO GIVE A HASHGOCHA UNLESS THE PRODUCTS ARE ALL CHOLOV YISROEL. WHICH THE OWNER WAS UNABLE TO COMPLY
WITH THAT REQUIREMENT. WHEN THE OWNER TOOK A DIFFERENT HASGOCHA, THE STAR-K RAISED THE ROOF, WHY? THE STAR-K DOES GIVE A
HASHGOCHA TO A NON-CHOLOV YISROEL PRODUCT. BUT THERE APEARS ONLY A "K" AND NOT THE REGULAR STAR-K.
ORANGE JUICE IN A COMPANY THAT ALSO MAKES G6RAPE JUICE:
GRAPE JUICE PASTUERIZED ON THE SAME LINE. NO MASHGIACH?. NO KASHERING?, BEN YOMO? ETC. THE U.S. GOVT. HAS THE COMPANY
LISTED APPROVED ONLY TO MAKE U.S.D.A. GRADE ORANGE JUICE, HENCE NO KASHERING, NO MASHGIACH, ETC.  WHEN THE COMPANY WAS
ASKED HOW DO YOU MAKE GRAPE JUICE IF YOURE PLANT IS ONLY APPROVED BY THE U.S.D.A. TO MAKE ORANGE JUICE? THE COMPANY
RESPONDED “WE HAVE CUSTOMERS THAT DONT REQUIRE U.S.D.A. APPROVED, FOR THEM WE MAKE THE GRAPE JUICE ON THE SAME
EQUIPMENT AS THE ORANGE JUICE WITHOUT KOSHERIZATION IN BETWEEN. " WHY? ANY PROBLEM?”
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THE STAR-K
STAR-K WILL

THE STAR-K

MASHGICHIM THEMSELVES SAV TODAY THAT CATERERS 8 OTHER FOOD ESTABLISHMENTS ARE NOT EVER WORRIED THAT THE
| REMOVE THE HASHGOCHA. THEY'LL WARN THEM, rarely if ever do they remove the Hashgocha.

BELIEVES THEIR HASHGOCHA 1S SUPERIOR TO ALL OTHERS & THERE IS NEVER A PROBLEM. EVERYBODY CAN MAKE A MISTAKE.
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e Kosher Educated Consumer wants a Hashgocha without "Kashas”, and not a Hashgocha with "Tirutzim®!

You elimina impossib! y are left wi impr !

» »* » * »

The Kosher Educated Consumer is not ready to accept from a Kashrus Agency :

N has no taste, hence no kashering of equipment required.  That a Hashgocha's goal is to lower accepted Kashrus standards.
may be used as Mashgichim. in direct defiance of a psak of R’ Moshe Feinstein. That the “Chazon-Ish" is just a Daas Yochid?
give a Hashgocha to a food establishment that has non-kosher as well, in direct defiance & against an accepted TAKONAH.

use a light bulb put in by a Mashgiach in the oven, and sell the product as what we perceive to be Bishul Yisroel.
e 3rd Mashgiach left, the Star—k didn't know that for months that they didn't have a Mashgiach in a food take out store.
't verify if a Mashgiach was present, yet put on a Hashgocha as if you did have a Mashgiach.

m to kasher with a torch & clean down to the bare metal, when you actually only used Easy-off.
't need a “Poigim” in a steam boiler. (that cooks Traif) because you can't drink a gallon of the boiler water.
't clarify that Cholov Yisroel Cottage cheese, is really cholov-stam cheese, only creamed with Cholov Yisroel milk.

y can be open on Pesach by selling (?) the bakery to his non-Jewish wife, It may encourage others to follow.
iction & accept a Shechita by intimidated Shoichtim. and you are also the cause of some of the intimidation.
ept Chickens from a system that is very susceptible to "Nevei-los".

m & advertise that you welcome knowledgeable visitors to inspect. when in fact you don't allow them in.
oshe Heineman has to ask the Mashgiach what if any controls there are on Labels.
5-Din of the Vaad Hakashrus was not consulted in years. R' Moshe Heineman stated to me, “It's not for Yeshiva Leit".

sumer is not kept abreast of criteria and problems as well. A creative Heter, in order to make Kashrus available cheaply.
not ready willing or able to admit that you made a mistake. The other agencies do come out publicly when the make a mistake.
¢ a Hashgocha even w/a Mashgiach Temidi to Butchers who are unreliable & untrustworthy.

use a Mashgiach who doesnt wear a Yarmulka at all times.
I have an approved item/list without a solid basis.
e a policy of refusing to respond to anybody who questions their Hashgocha. (He's Mesh-ugah! is not a responsible answer)

s0 sure of the high caliber of your Hashgocha & your Mashgichim that there is no room even for a mistake,
and that nobody has a right to even attempt to question any part of it.

hgiach has control of the Star-k stamp-but the Company has access to the stamp & uses it .

problem is brought to their attention,  first they deny the fact, & then they feel in time it will go away .

dertake without hesitation more than they can handle. And they don't even realize it.
Il aggressively take over a Hashgocha that others have dropped or won't accept because management cant be trusted.

» * » *
t when Dr. Polack, the President of the Star-K & Rabbi Shuman Director of Supervision told an individual who was very
& extremely knowledgeable in Factories & Companies. That due to the fact that the individual is so qualified, the Star-K can not
e should visit any of the places under the Star-K “because you'll see the Bdi-eveds, Hetei-rim, & Kul-is and tell the GASS!"
Rabbi Moshe Heineman about it, his response was “The Office” doesnt want- they consider him trouble for them. | AGREE!

» » » »

are hereby appealing to the public for any Kashrus experiences / episodes they are aware of personally, to please mail all of the
tous a.s.ap., so we can look into the matter further. We have just received some additional items from concerned people -
2 included in the updates that are being preapared for release shortly.
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P.S. 1 AMWAITING FOR R* MOSHE HEINEMAN TO NOTIFY ME THAT HE IS READY TO HAVE ALL OF THE ISSUES DECIDED BY AN

ACCEPTABL
at the PANE

E PANEL OF RABONIM. | am ready willing and able to substantiate the foregoing items ( documented & or w/ witnesses )
L OF RABONIM. ‘ o
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NOTE: The purpose of the #7111 113 Kashrus letter is to alert, inform, advise and raise issues of
various Kashrus concerns.® 11109 7 ". We do not intend in any way to render any 1220 209. Any
inferences, conclusions, opinions, etc. are strictly our own.

For nmm? 7227, a 22 m an1In A should be consulted.
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ICE: parboiled ick-cook, rice bran etec
Most rice is usually partially pre-cooked. Be aware that the MW status of the
vitamins and other (?) additives used may be of questionable origin. Thereforerice
should be used only with a reliable MaWN. The reason that others do not seem to be
concerned with the problem, is that the additives are usually less than D "W*W, and
may be ?01. Washing thoroughly before use does remove some of the vitamins and
additives. Themilled (brown) rice shouldnotbeaproblem. (D" 13y ?W" 2 shouldnot
be a problembecause the product must still be cooked by the user. N?7I8% "IN 1) W)

DENTAL F1OSS

The flavored "dental-flosg" should have a reliable nmawpn. (On D9 there is a
alcohol problem- see "R' Blumenkrantz" on Pesach) The plain waxed ones may also
have a M1wI problem. Some companies claim it's made from paraffin. The dental
flose is commonly made in other countries, eg: Ireland, and it's a known fact that
they will use whatever is cheaper -paraffin, synthetic or non-kosher ingredients.
Some companies say it is proprietary information. It is suggested to use only the
un-waxed & un-flavored dental floss.

EALTH FO AND VITAMINS

The health-foods and vitamins may be very questionable as far as miwo is
concerned, especially when they say natural. The ingredients come fromall over the
world. Every company will use whatever process they want. There isn't any nNiwd
control on the ones that do not have a rel iable NMMawN. It is recommended to use only
those with a reliable amawn throughout the whole process. It is a complicated
industry. If it is needed for a N2 a ZN2IN ARTIN N7110 should be consul ted.

WORCESTERSHIRE SAUCE

Fish products should not be used with meat products. Worcestershire sauce
ingredients include anchovies-a piquant *fish", (put in NNDV??) while the
Worcestershire sauce may be listed as "Parve" (no mention of fish). Some feel if
it's less thanD'W W it's not a problem and may be used with meat, while others feel
that NN130 R1"'OM, and DWW is not enough and should not be used with meat.

PRODUCT TRANSPORTED BY ANKER TRUC
We hope tobe able to report shortly about the problems, concerns and some possible
solutions involving the tankers, products transported and the cleaning and
Kosherization process involved. Those that use "designated trucks", and/ or "our

own trucks" also have some of the problems and concerns.
* * * *

We appreciate any n1wd *341p information or comments that the public sends us at the
above address. Please send copies, as we are unable to send back originals.

Any 2713 ,mamnra L, tom, o individual, etc. that would like to receive & post the
"17N 11 kashrus letter™ ,» and / or dedicate an issue, please write to us at the above address.
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We are not addressing at this time the concerns

of the quality of the 2", the [T™>M, P etc.

the label switching etc. nor the unacceptable kashrus
standards that are in place in the plant.

We did try to explain to the Rabbinate of K'hal Adas
Yeshurun (NOTE: The plant is NOT under the 7132 of K'hal Adas
Yeshurin) that the problem is in the individual 2"22nr 27
in charge of setting the kashrus standards who is actually
deceiving the public, by attempting to interpert the M2
pertaining to 1Y 7N (& thereby increasing the profits of the
plant, on the 12¢1 of the NTwD) in the manner that a profes-
sional "127 111D attempts to do with the S1357T pertaining
to 022D . "DISTORTION"! (seif explanatory).

What we perceived in regard to meat and chicken to have
always been known as UNACCEPTABLE, or unacceptable
to Sephardim that require “H21* 12", or just not consid-
ered BRD1 etc. just does not exist in their basic kashrus
standards. The above pertains to the plant in general,
regardless of which label or “plumba” is affixed to the
individual item.

HERRING, PROBLEMS & SOLUTIONS:

Herring comes from the processors in Canada in large
plastic drums to the distributors in the United States. The
herring comes in various forms ie: whole- skin on, skin
off, filetcut to size, etc. All of the herring comes in a
brine (very salty) solution. The used barrels are ultimately
returned to the processors to be used again for herring.

The obvious problem lies in the fact that the distributors
aiso further process herring in wine sauce, cream sauce
etc. and some also process non-kosher fish. The barrels are
very convenient to use for any and all of the above uses
before returning them to the processors in Canada. The
barrels may become O'R DY 2122 and would be ON to
use again for herring without “Kashering”.

There is now one Canadian processor “Blue Cove Pack-
ing” N.B. Canada, that because of the above problems (and
also encouraged by the O-U), has agreed to insert a plastic liner
in the barrels before using them again for herring.

FILET HERRING:

All fish including herring must have fins and scales. Its
removal must be supervised by a MM TN MWW, 3N
2"P1ST 1"0wI™D 7N ') was of the firm opinion that even
in a place that there isn’t any non-kosher fish, it is still

required to have a M¥M TN MWW be present &
physically see every fish and determine that it is
of a kosher specie fish. Therefore you should
ascertain that all of the fish including herring
was inspected by a DM TN 0w,

All fish products (salads, herring fillets etc.) that had
their 010 removed, must have a seal on the
container. "Flaum” fish products are now
“Kashrus sealed”. We hope others will follow.

LIVER AFTER 3 DAYS (72 HOURS)

Liver may not be soaked and salted, it must be
broiled propetly piior to cooking or eating. Liver
that has not been broiled prior to 72 hours from
the time of the [°MY, may not be sauted or
cooked even after being broiled. Caterers & take
-out places should be asked if the livers were
broiled within 72 hours after the &2"M2. You
should ask your butcher. If it is animal liver, it
must also be deveined properly prior to broiling.

UPDATE: GLUCOSE TOLERANCE TEST:

Freeda Pharmaceutical 36 E. 41st St. NYC*
212-685-4980, fax 212-685-7297 (outside of NY
800-777-3737) produces an unflavored kosher
glucose tolerance test. With any instore or mail
order purchase it is available free by request.
Freeda vitamins are certified kosher by the New
Square Certification and O-U certification.

BANK OVERDRAFTS:

A bank overdraft from a bank that is owned by
D*ON"W" , without a proper “HETER ISKA” may
be a transgression of “RIBIS”.

* * * * * * *

The purpose of the ™0 "33 Kashrus Letter is to alert,
inform, educate, advise and raise issnes of various concerns.

TS P We do not intend in any way to render a 1297 OB,

Any inferences, conclusions, opinions are strictly our own.
For myyn® 71357, a pnawm aRM 7 should be consulted.

NOTE: We do not accept sponsorships or
dedications from food related establishments.

To dedicate, sponsor or post in Shul, &= f°2:

M0 "3 Kashrus Letter, Yehuda Shain-Editor
P.O.Box 172, Lakewood, NJ-08701 * 908-363-7979

()
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PLEASE PQOST

PLEASE PQST

—X 5770 told me Iast weck the following; "Rabbl Shain-you don't even know part
of what we are put through by the N plants and the DO O°337.
I will tell you this much which I'm not saying in haste, the D127 are
dirtying our N1 more than if we would spend our time in a NUT N"2".

a7°po5 MBI ATIDR NIDORD
AIMOR NT9OKNA  DXY DHBR DIRAZ Y P17 (3,77 "2 b5 barn RY
(% o KM AT O™N "3 NP A0 AR ("% ®kpT ‘P12 'Y) 129 DNL)
DM DR 1 SY 1T PRI ATNIP AnD NN 0 BYDD KX Ty aw
TID FIARN TPRE Y AT M7 ooy 7511 MDD WHBNI IR 09PN
g1 AT OB T NS TIBRIE MR 97 1D DY oy w1pn Snpn
wply RARA OURAG 07127 ADNORD AT S AN AR AN
ApYd1 RS NSIERA WD T ATaY b1 91w NpB S N
(N’ OAIR LIPSO 1R "20) 108 RIDAT AN nwmeoe NP

WHY SOME o910 %32 & ©°339 don't allow products from
the RUBASHKIN PLANT-IOWA continued

The unconventional System that was in place to identify a
Neveilsh” was ag follows: The “choichet” had a switch o turn on
a light bulb in the “Bedikah” room, so they knew which number
is a “Neveilah”. After many attempts and assurances by the “Rav
Hamachshir” that they will institute the system that I begged for,
(cutting into the leg). The “Rav Hamachshir” after one week went
back to his preferred system- the light bulb!. (preferred because
the plant gets for the uncut hide an additional $5.00 @ hide.) I
ultimately prevailed through the good offices of the U. S. D. A..
The “Rav Hamachshir” was upset that I went behind his back to
prevent “peveilos” from getting mixed into the kosher. (1 inter-
fered with the $5.00 SXw* 1R)

The Rubashkin plant’s “Rav Hamachshir” supposedly knowing
“Nikur”, brought a lamb that was “deveined” under his supervi-
sion, to a butcher to soak/salt and butcher the lamb. There were
2 professional QYW BY7PIR who looked at the lamb and
advised the “Rav Hamachshir” that it was not deveined correctly
and there is still 251 even in the front half. He was finally
convinced that he pever knew "1 correctly. When the “Rav
Hamachshir” was questioned “How can you give a “Hashgocha”
to the Rubashkin meat plant when you don't know Mp"1?". The
"Rav Hamachshir's" tespouse was ihat the “Mashgiach” of “uikai”
learned by many experts here and in Eretz Yisroel and he follows
those guidelines. “So why do I have to know nikur?”. I immedi-
ately spoke to the “Mashgiach” of nikur at the Rubashkin plant to
ascertain what guidelines he uses. Was it the Israeli system, the
American system or some other system? His response was “none
of the above, the Rav Hamachshir (who doesn't know P)
showed me what he wanis done- that is the guidelines I follow".

I told the “Rav Hamachshir” that the one Mashgiach for the
“nikur” can't handle the load. His response was “There isn't
enough work for two full timers, and a half a person I can't
create”. We are left with the only choice -the $5.00 SX72" 110
which must override any concern for “kashrus”.

I have spoken with experts in “Shechita”/ “Bedika“, and they are
themselves “Shoichtim” They confirmed that it is not acceptable
in the plant that the same “Boidik" decides “glatt” and plain
kosher etc.. It is also totally unacceptable that a Rav Hamachshir
decides "Treifos” by telephone.

When the “plain kosher” is soaked before the “glatt
kosher”, there are pieces of meat left on the bottom of
the tank at the end of the day (kosher non-glatt) that
was actually from earlier in the day & is sold as “glatt”.

The son 9”1 of the Margareten Rav X", told me that
he was heart broken that any “bidurftikun” in kashrus
that he attempts to institute, he must do it in a way

that the. Rav Hamachshir doesn't find out or he

will stop it. (OR7@* TaR!Y)

The “Shoichtim / Bodikim / Mashgichim” are under
tremendous pressure from the plant and through

their agent “Rav Hamachshir”. The Rav hamachshir's
concern for Rubashkin's 9X72> 1101, doesn't allow for
the “Shoichtim” etc. to go home weekly to be with their
families. The “Shoichtim” are normal human beings and
the Rav Hamachshir devises schemes to keep them in
Jowa. No wonder there was a fine “kashrus employee”
on the staff of Rubashkin who was arrested when

a harlot was found dead not far from the plant.

It does seem that the Rav Hamachshir is of the
opinion that the MOR that SX72" 552 lives by, is

a new {1110 that be is originating. No wonder the
Rav Hamachshir was denounced publicly by Rabbonim
in Monsey because they considered him a 5p at best,

MR _MN-A)B

The Khal Adath Jeshurin is of the opinion that the Rubashkin plant
is under their 7M. Yet in Rubashkin's books there doesn't appear
"fees” paid for their M. The Rubashkin’s & their agent (Rav
Hamachshir) are of the conviction that Khal Adath Yeshurin can not
afford to leave them, due to the “financial investment” (unpaid fees &
expenses) the “KAJ kehila” has in the Rubashkin plant. The "KAJ
Kchila's” reputation was ncver to compromise "Kashrus” by using
SKT° 10 as the overriding veto. We have invested our trust in an
individual & he violated that trust & betrayed us. There is personal
outrage as well as communal horror. Voice your concerns!

Dr. Erlbach (president of the Kehila) 212 568-5205.

Rav Zecharia Gelley R"0"92 (Rav of the KAJ Kehila).

The reason that Rabbis, Gornish & Lichtenstein etc. left

the plant & refused to accept any responsibility for the
[102 in the plant was because the Rav Hamachshir

does not allow proper basic standards to be instituted.

We must protect our sources of information for obvious
reasons. We regret that therefore we can not always
write the way we would like to. We also regret that
certain individuals in planis were replaced or removed
by various schemes. They were falsely accused of being
the ones who were giving out the-not so kosher-secrets.

We can only conclude that The “KAJ Kehila” is of the conviction
that the Rav Hamachshir is working for them & Kashrus. The sad
facts show us otherwise - the Rav Hamachshir is protecting the $5.00
Rubashkin R-z" 7700, We have received information from a
reliable source-yet not verified sufficiently, that the Rav Hamachshir
has a camouflaged financial interest in the Rubashkin plant.
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NOTE: The purpose of the 171N 11 Kashrus letter is to alert, inform, advise and raise issues of
various Kashrus concerns." 17107 21 *. The n71IN *11 consumer should not have to be a complacent
consumer, regarding kashrus. We do not intend in any way to render any 13?1 2089. Any inferences,
conclusions, opinions, etc. are strictly our own. For iWmn? nli?a, a 1212110 AR 171711 should be
consulted.
POTS & PANS

During the process of manufactur ing Farberware brand stainless steel cookware, as well as some
aluminum pots & pans, there are oils used of questionable kashrus origin. Others therefore kasher
them before using.

TONGUES AND LIVERS
Tongues and livers are branded (USDA) in the slaughter house with anelectric (hot) branding tool.
The heat of the electric brander is being 2wln that part of the tongue and 1iver . Therefore that part
shouid be removed before MMM and N*?3. The metal plumba (wire seal) should be removed before
cooking due to the 72w 1°3.
POURING HOT FOOD INTO TRASH

Others refrain from pouring hot dairy or meat from a pot directly into the trash. There may be in
the trash milk/cheese etc. or meat/chicken etc. and by pouring a hot dairy/meat directly into the
trash one may be cooking 1211 w1, even though it is 21w 2 1772 Nw.

DRIED FRUITS
Dried fruit is sometimes processed with oils of questionable origin. In some packing houses where
the packing is done by hand, they may even grease the tables with oils/fats so the fruit will slide
easily on the table. Dried fruit should only be used with a reliable AT aWN, & checked for insects.

KASHRUS STANDARDS
In order for one to be consistent in his kashrus values, one should establish a Kashrus standard to
follow. A2na M ARI1N N1 should be consulted to help a person establish a kashrus standard. Check
with the products'/ establishments' Kashrus certifier (s} the standards in use for the particular
arrawin.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
Does "Under strict Rabbinical supervision” tell us - a specific standard that we want to rely on?

The popular claim - “We use Only Chasidishe Shechita" -Does it accurately measure, -or does it
camouflage- that establishment's kashrus standards ?

What does 1717002 W) mean? Whose standard is used to decide what is called 1*17m?

What we are being presented with, are terms that are non-definitive at best and, therefore, liable
to misuse.
* * * * * * * *

We appreciate any N17WI *1° 1D information or comments that the public sends us at the above address.
Please send copies, as we are unable to send back originals.

Any 2212 ,w3Tn N1 , 7070 ,72°w* individual, etc. that wishes to receive & post the *"a11n +12

kashrus letter" , and / or dedicate an issue, please write to us at the above address.
* * * *

NOTE: We are not affiliated with any other kashrus organization, magazine, etc.
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“The truth must be heard, even I the public doesn't like the sound of it.
Whatever the circumstances, regardless of the consequences.
The truth must be stated-loudly, clearly and unequivocally.”

A quote from 27pm7 250 1R M 30N

7”33 EMBLEM FORGED:
This emblem that appeared on a>>>>>>>
product is a forgery. We showed this>
to the 7”712 in their office & they >>
confirmed that it's not their Emblem.>

OF THE

JERUSHALAYIM

* ORTHODOX CouNCIL *
5 JERUSALEM

DOUBLE rie® HASHGOCHAS ?

There appears on some products for OB double Hashgoc-
bas. Upeon cleser observation of the MM on the product
we can see that only 1 Hashgocha is actually certifying the
product for MOD, while the other Hashgocha is actually
certifying it for all year round use-not for Passover use.

s e
\E
A~ PASSOVER

The manufacturer & the 7N should be aware that the
05 may not wish to use the product for OB with just
the one Hashgocha. We think that it is misleading to the
B9 since one can easily think that both DY13M are
certifyinkt for MoD.

KNOWLEDGEABLE 378 313 DON'T USE GALIL:?
There were serious concerns that we and others had
regarding the "N system in place by GALIL chickens.
We claimed that the system by GALIL nttrw is very
susceptible to MB™MY M523, while the STAR-K claimed
that it was what they would call a ™55 .

We met with the STAR-K at the "7 N2 ©R7 in Balti-
more, and it was mutually agreed upon by us & the
STAR-K (the M of GALIL chickens) that we will all
abide by the findings of Rabbi Rubin (Rechovot, Israel)
the undisputed MMM NOTY of world renown.

Rabbi Rubin visited the plant in the company of Star-K
representatives and concluded that the system of the
M T is not acceptable, and is very susceptible to M523
MBI, Rabbi Rubin also concluded that there is close to
20% M2°23 that was being produced in the plant and sold
as GALIL chickens mrgma.

‘i

UNDER THE SUPERVISION

B'DATZ EIDAH HACHARIYDIS

These are some of the reasons knowledgeable
7170 "2 refused to eat the GALIL chicken.

We acknowledge that there were others that
visited the plant and unfortunately did not

have the expertise of Rav Rubin 1 x"n7 ‘v

W29 WBK R PIT O TR TR S0P

53% 7 oopomn "9 D BB AN

M7 w> iy and therefore did not comprehend &

notice the problems & concerns that has resulted
in Rabbi Rubin’s binding conclusions.

The report by R“0'9 1721 ONN2AR 277, was
very negative and it was ultimately falsified.
The false report was FAXED to Rav Rubin in
israci by ihe STAR-K to entice Rabbi Rubin to
send out a letter to the effect that the current
report of Rabbi Rubin being circulated on the
system of 12 by GALIL chicken is falsified.
(Rabbi Rubin's tel. 011-972-8-947-3555)

WHY DON'T SOME [ 12 & 8% ALLOW
products from the Rubashkin-lowa plant?

The above plant processes beef and chicken
under various labels. The plant is in fact owned
by “frum” people, so they must accept all of the
losses on the sale of the following: hindquarters,
MpBo ,MB™IB,& 531, and then they must
resort to the additional <"1 of a loss to D
582", which can lower MWD standards.

Other kosher wholesalers don’t own the 7w
plant, so they have the golden opportunity of
taking oniy “top of the line” in ;TS standards.

In the 1" 1% 3 PO APT 70 ,M0n MR
is quoted the following:

W2 D1 DMWY DRI FIINEP FIph NON
JONY 2D D%PY P KD BN nhan
DUIPRN DD DTN 07 DR MR DN DR
TN DMWY R M0 DY YIDIWD AR KON
A2 WA ow [ptd B9 PR 9 8D

The above is an established regulation that
prohibits the purchase of even kosher meat from
this type of wholesaler. (We remember all o well a
while back the boat fiasco that people 977 ate MBI N193;
because a NTWIN M ignored a similar P3P 73PN, )
(continued on page 2)
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We are not addressing at this time the concerns

of the quality of the 2”12, the TT"2nR, P etc.

the label switching etc. nor the unacceptable kashrus
standards that are in place in the plant.

We did try to explain to the Rabbinate of K'hal Adas
Yeshurun (NOTE: The plant is NOT under the 7112271 of K'hal Adas
Yeshurin) that the problem is in the individual 7"@2n7 239
in charge of setting the kashrus standards who is actually
deceiving the public, by attempting to interpert the M35
pertaining to T¥T M (& thereby increasing the profits of the
plant, on the 113N of the Mw2) in the manner that a profes-
sional *327 13 attempts to do with the 2% pertaining
to BN Tor: “DISTORTION"! (self explanatory).

What we perceived in regard to meat and chicken to have
always been known as UNACCEPTABLE, or unacceptable
to Sephardim that require “5j01° 172", or just not consid-
ered P91 etc. just does not exist in their basic kashrus
standards. The above pertains to the plant in general,
regardless of which label or “plumba” is affixed to the
individual item.

HERRING, PROBLEMS & SOLUTIONS:

Herring comes from the processors in Canada in large
plastic drums to the distributors in the United States. The
herring comes in various forms ie: whole- skin on, skin
off, filet-cut to size, etc. All of the herring comes in a
brine (very salty) solution. The used barrels are ultimately
returned to the processors to be used again for herring.

The obvious problem lies in the fact that the distributors
also further nrocess herring in wine sauce, cream ssauce
etc. and some also process non-kosher fish. The barrels are
very convenient to use for any and all of the above uses
before returning them to the processors in Canada. The
barrels may become 0"R DY 2122 and would be NON to
use again for herring without “Kashering"”.

There is now one Canadian processor “Blue Cove Pack-
ing” N.B. Canada, that because of the above problems (and
also encouraged by the O-U), has agreed to insert a plastic liner
in the barrels before using them again for herring.

FILET HERRING:

All fish including herring must have fins and scales. Its
removal must be supervised by a DY 717 AW, 11N
SuRT 1 0wITD o ‘7 was of the firm opinion that even
in a place that there isn't any non-kosher fish, it is still

required to have a P2 77N W be present &
physically see every fish and determine that it is
of a kosher specie fish. Therefore you should
ascertain that all of the fish including herring
was inspected by a M2 a0 W2,

All fish products (salads, herring fillets etc.) that had
their D'I0°0 removed, must have a seal on the
container. “Flaum” fish products are now
"Kashrus sealed”. We hope others will follow.

LIVER AFTER 3 DAYS (72 HOURS)

Liver may not be soaked and salted, it must be
broiled properly prior to cooking or eating. Liver
that has not been broiled prior to 72 hours from
the time of the 1 Y, may not be sauted or
cooked even after being broiled. Caterers & take
-out places should be asked if the livers were
broiled within 72 hours after the M 2. You
should ask your butcher. If it is animal liver, it
must also be deveined properly prior to broiling.

UPDATE: GLUCOSE TOLERANCE TEST:

Freeda Pharmaceutical 36 E. 41st St. NYC*
212-685-4980, fax 212-685-7297 (outside of NY
800-777-3737) produces an unflavored kosher
glucose tolerance test. With any instore or mail
order purchase it is available free by request.
Freeda vitamins are certified kosher by the New
Square Certification and O-U certification.

BANK OVERDRAFTS:

A bank overdraft from a bank that is owned by
D'oR=2" , without a proper “THETER ISKA” may
be a transgression of "RIBIS".

* * * * * * *

The purpose of the TN "3 Kashrus Letter is to alert,

inform, educate, advise and raise issues of various concetns.
M5 p. We do not intend in any way to render a 71290 pOB.
Any inferences, conclusions, opinions are strictly our own.

For moun® 1250, a priaw RN 717 should be consulted.

NOTE: We do not accept sponsorships or
dedications from food related establishments.

To dedicate, sponsor or post in Shul, @77 N°2:

0 32 Kashrus Letter, Yehuda Shain-Editor
P.O.Box 172, Lakewood, NJ-08701 * 908-363-7979

()
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NOTE: The purpose of the 17N Y11 Kashrus letter is to alert, inform, advise and raise issues of
various Kashrus concerns." 331027 27 *. We do not intend in any way to render any 12?0 709. Any
inferences, conclusions, opinions, etc. are strictly our own.

For MDN? 1327, a #N31IN RN 111N should be consulted.
* * * - * * L ]

ICE: parboiled ick-cook, rice bran etc.
Most rice is usually partially pre-cooked. Be aware that the N103J status of the
vitamins and other (?) additives used may be of questionable origin. Thereforerice
should be used only with a reliable NMawN. The reason that others do not seem to be
concerned with the problem, is that the additives are usually less than D "W W, and
may be ?01. Washing thoroughly before use does remove some of the vitamins and
additives. Themilled (brown) rice shouldnotbea problem. (D"1JD 27w 1 should not
be a problembecause the product must still be cooked by the user. N?72KR? "IR7 11N)

DENTAL FLOSS

The flavored "dental-floss" should have a reliable nmawn. (On U9 there is a
alcohol problem- see *R' Blumenkrantz" on Pesach) The plain waxed ones may also
have a N17WI problem. Some companies claim it's made from paraffin. The dental
floss is commonly made in other countries, eg: Ireland, and it's a known fact that
they will use whatever is cheaper-paraffin, synthetic or non-kosher ingredients.
Some companies say it is proprietary information. It is suggested to use only the
un-waxed & un-flavored dental floss. |

HEALTH FOODS AND VITAMINS

The health-foods and vitamins may be very questionable as far as nNi1wl is
concerned, especially when they say natural. The ingredients come fromall over the
world. Every company will use whatever process they want. There isn't any N1
control on the ones that do not have a reliable nmawn. It is recommended to use only
those with a reliable nmMiwn throughout the whole process. It is a complicated
industry. If it is needed for a n?1M a 210210 AR 1110 should be consulted..

WORCESTERSHIRE SAUCE
Fish products should not be used with meat products. Worcestershire sauce
ingredients include anchovies-a piquant *fish", (put in NNVYY?) while the
Worcestershire sauce may be listed as "Parve" (no mention of fish). Some feel if
it's less thanD W 'Wit's not a problemand may be used with meat, while others feel
that ¥N1J0 X101, and DWW is not enough and should not be used with meat.

PRODUCT TRANSPORTED BY TANKER TRUCKS

We hope to be able to report shortly about the problems, concerns and some possible
solutions involving the tankers, products transported and the cleaning and
Kosherization process involved. Those that use "designated trucks", and/ or "our

own trucks" also have some of the problems and concerns.
* * * *

We appreciate any N17W2 *3°JD information or comments that the public sends us at the
above address. Please send copies, as we are unable to send back or iginals.

Any 2213 ,03T0 N3, 7010, 120 individual, etc. that would like to receive & post the
"f770 11 kashrus letter” , and / or dedicate an issue, please write to us at the above address.
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The causes of intermarriage and solutions:

Harav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach, OB"M, when approached
about the unprecedented rate of intermarriage, stated that he is
of the firm conviction that the cause is not a lack of education.
"Chazal say intermarriage is directly caused by Bishul-akum
and yayin-akum, evidently the Kulos and Hetai-rim that arc
being used are not acceptable to Chazal™.

"Therefore,” he said "one should always be Mach-mir in these
areas and not rely on Kulos or hetairim”. He said further "if we
will be Mach-mir in New York on Bishul-akum & Yain-akum
we will prevent intermarriage in Pariz”.

Cream of Tartar / Tartaric acid: (Yayin-akum)

Cream of tartar is made from grape-juicc that has been
centrifuged and dried. Not to be confused with "vain-shiain™
which is dried out wine barrel scrapings (never had the issur of
Yayin-akum) The source is usually from non-kosher wine. It is
only permitted from a kosher wine. It is an antioxidant used in
baking products etc., sweet/low type sugar substitules as a taste
enhancer.

Wines not "Mevushal" etc. according to all standards:

There are currently many different kosher wines on the market
with various Hashgochas from around the world The standards
of some of them regarding Mevushal, reiyas-akum, hashgocha
etc. are questionablc. In a wine product we should try to be
mehadir & be mach-mir. (sce above and rclated article.)

Powdered / Instant potato preducts Re: Bishul-akum:

Powdered and instant potatoes arc processed by first cooking
them and then dehydrating them. Dried potato products would
require cooking by a religious Jew. The Avkas Rochel, quoted
in the Yad Efraim, Yoreh Daya, 113:12, states that food cooked
by a non-Jew which was rendered inedible by dehydration and
then needs to be re-cooked by a Jew is not prohibited because of
Bishul akum.

The Avkas Rochel considered these items as Oleh-ahl-
shulchun-Melochim. Today powdered / instant potato products
can be reconstituted with tap water and do not require further
cooking by a Jew. Therefore they would be permitted only as a
Bishul Yisroel product. All other ones on the market should not
be used. Powdered potatoes are also used in finished products.

Caterers and Restaurants Re: Bishul-Akum:

Most caterers and Restaurants cmploy non-Jewish or non-
religious chefs. The concems of Bishul-akum arc very serious.
Reb Shlomo Zalman Aucrbach, OB"M was not willing to rely
on pilots, nor on the "oven is still hot". He was of the opinion
that one should go with the Shita of the GRA and be Mehadir
like the Bais-Yosefin these areas.

A popular caterer brings in the religious chef at 4:00 PM (after
everything was cooked already) for the mechutonim to scc the
religious chef. This is another reason (0 have your own
Mashgiach at all of the food preparations for the affair / Simcha.

Restaurants / Caterers / Food markets / Takeouts etc:

There are somc restaurants, caterers, food markets and takeouts
that do not have a Hashgocha at all. The Darkai Tshuva in
Yoreh Daya 119 brings a Takonah (regulation) prohibition by
the Vaad Ha-orotzois, that one is not permitted to purchase any
food items from a vendor who is not under a proper Hashgocha.
Sec also the Chochmas OQdom.

The vendors feel that if people buy or cat from a religious
person, then it is permitied. The prohibition is specifically for a
religious vendor, and it is not permitied. The Rav Hamachshir
should have a prominently displayed dated / signed with the
name of the establishment. People should refrain from using
food establishments that do not have a displayed sign from the
Hashgocha ( name & date are a must.)

The mere fact of having a religious Manager is a perhaps a
kosher experience, but is not a substitute for a proper
acceptable Hashgocha in the context of the prohibition.

Fish (dagim) products:

There are constant requests; " what are the kashrus problems /

concerns with a certain popular fish distributor?” They

distribute canned tuna & salmon, frozen fish and gefilte fish as

well. Some of the concems;

a) The equipment is not cleaned before kashering.

b) Which equipment requires kashering?

¢) The proper procedure for kashering is not done.

d) There is no procedure for checking every fish for proper
simonim, (required per Igros Moshe).

¢) No control on the workers (hands/clothing) coming back
from the lunch room & going directly to do a kosher for
passover production.

f) No hashgocha at 1abeling, (they go home to NY).

Kosher Consumers Union P.0. Box172, Lakewood, New Jersey 08701
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g/ The manufacturing facility controls the labels
and not the hashgocha.

h) The Bishul-Yisroel is not controlled properly.

i)  There are not enough Mashgichim to properly supervise.

i) The family (for economics) is trying to be the mashgiach as
well, it isn't working.

k) The kosher controls on the oil being used are not sufficient.

1) They were instructed to notify the O-U ten days in advance
of any production, in order 1o arrange for sufficient / proper
mashgichim but they refuse to comply.

m) No mashgiach at the gefilte fish production. The fish are
not checked for simonim as required by the Igros Moshe.

n) The eggs are not checked for blood spots.

Maximum health tvpe vitamins & supplements:

In a previous issuc, we addressed the concerns with the type of
Hashgocha required on vitamins, health foods eic. It is a very
complex field to give a proper hashgocha. We received a call
from the Owner of a Maximum health Company. that they
intend & are in the process of becoming centified by the O-U.

We have ascertained that it has not happened & does not look
like it will happen in the near future. The O-K was on some of
their products, now the O-K is off all of their products. We are
now left with a ?77.

How to make an Eiruv kosher?:

The Passaic community, as many other Jewish communities,
decided it wanted an Eiruv in order to be able to carry on
Shabbos. Because of the complexity of the laws pertaining to
Eiruv, they obtained the services of an Eiruv expert from
Lakewood, NJ. After completion of the Firuv, onc of the
Passaic Rabonim, among others, questioned the validity and
kosher status of the Eiruv.

They brought in the World renowned & foremost expert on
Eiruvin, Rav Zundel Krueizer from Jerusalem. The consultant
who originally made the Eiruv and a number of other Rabonim
accompanied Rav Krucizer. Rav Krueizer and the other
Rabonim showed the original consultant that his understanding
& interpretations of the Halacha and the Rishonim / poiskim is
wrong and the Einuv is posul.

The conclusion was that if onc were to carry in this type of
Eiruv, he would transgress a Torah prohibition. Rav Krueizer
gave instructions on correcting the problems and to make a
kosher Eiruv. Rav Krucizer was not addressing a hidur /
chumrah etc.

Someone stated (falsely) that Reb Ahron Kotler approved of
such a type of an Eiruv.

Since then other Rabonim / poiskim have had the opportunity to
check some of the Eiruvin of this consultant and concluded that
they were not acceplable as kosher and should not be used till
the critical changes have been made.

There are many communities worldwide that have used the
above consultant for their Eiruv. Therefore any Eiruv that was
made using the services of the above consultant should not be
used until such time that a qualified Eiruv expert checks and
corrects the kashrus of the Eirav.

Publications purpose:

Some publications are not intended as a Halachik guide. The
purpose is strictly as a compiler of relevant sources on the
subject for the reader to be able to reference. See the letter from
R" Moshe Feinstein, Ob"m ( Erev Rosh Chodesh Adar 1, 5730).

Coca Cola/ Pepsi etc. without kosher symbuol en the bottle:

Coca-Cola is madc in many different plants around the world.
Somc plants have a Hashgocha while others do not. Afier some
rescarch we came to the conclusion that sodas without a
hashgocha should not be considered kosher.

Rav Moshe Feinstein, OB"™M in Igros Moshe writes “specific
guidelines” how a hashgocha is to be done. The kosher certifier
must also be familiar with every part of the plant and all of the
ingredicnts, & can only then aticst to the kashrus of the product.

It would be irresponsible to even suggest that one can attest to
the kosher status of a product without being familiar with the
uncertified plant. A kashrus certifier must be in strict
compliance with the Igros Moshe’s basic guidelines.

(Hopefully the certified plants are donc in this fashion.)

The Iowa based meat & poultry plant:

The Rav Hamachshir & the plant owners are attempting to
come clcan by claiming "foul ball-we corrected everything that
Shain and others said."

There are allegations that the plant switched labels -from non-
glant meat boxes, to glatt meat status. (The Lubavitcher claim to
have a very tight control on their labels (only their labels).

They werc selling knowingly non Bais-Yosef Glatt (treif for
Sefardim) misrepresented as Bais-Yosef glatt.

There arc allegations Re: the quality of the Shoichtim,
Mashgichim and of being understaffed.

There are allcgations of kashrus problems at nikur & salting .
There are allegations of unacceptable standards by the bedikas
of traifos cic.

The ratio of glatt is not within the norm of other plants.

There are many other allegations of compromises in kashrus.

After they have lost their chezkas kashrus, they still expect the
kosher consumer to have confidence that it all changed. The
owners arc the same, the Rav Hamachshir is the same (Rav
Neuschloss, Ob"m said "er iz a groiser kahl™), the plant is very
far & extremely inconvenient to check out.

What was corrected? What has changed? Nothing!

“
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Gebaken nuch Pesach:

The ever so popular stickers "gebaken nuch pesach 57587 have
made their appearance even before pesach. We had product
made before pesach & even made on pesach with the above
stickers. It would be advisable for the Hashgocha to have
control of the labels.

Taurine-What is that? (it is in your baby formulas):

Taurine is an cxtract from ox-bile (gall bladder) an amino acid.
1t is a non-kosher ingredient that is mistakenly listed as a "group
# 1" by the kosher certifying agency. (Group 1 means it docs
not require a hashgocha like flour, sugar etc.)

Another Certifying agency says they only allow taurine certified
by agency 1, which is listing and giving a hashgocha to a non-
kosher ingredient belicving that it docs not even require a
hasgocha. (The Bdat"z of the Aida-Jerusalem uses a synthetic
taurine from Holland).

Tropical oils transported by boat from Malaysia:

The tropical oils (palm and coconut oils) are transported by boat
from Malaysia. There are many kashrus problems with the
transported oils. The boat's holding tanks also held hot tallow
etc. The piping is another kashrus issuc. The adjoining holding
tanks may contain non-kosher product. The back hauls that arc
donc will not always show up on the boat record logs. The logs
are not that reliable etc.

The Bdat"z of the Aida-Jerusalem does have a good control on
the their tropical oil shipments.

The O-K Labs in an article in the Jewish Homcmaker claims to
bave to have an almost fool proof control on their tropical oil
shipments. We understand that the O-U is devising a plan on
how the kosher industry will be able to have a control on the
shipping of tropical oils, finally.

The assumption was that Malaysia does not process any animal
oils. That has changed Now. we need controls on the
production part of tropical oils as well.

Parve chocolate from England?

The methods used in England especially to make parve
chocolate are as follows; The Manufacturer produces his regular
(non-cholov yisroel) milk chocolate on the equipment. Afier he
is finished, the equipment is not cleaned at all and they will
produce parve chocolate. The first batch (which incidentally is
full of milk) is not used for parve. There were Laboratory tests
done on their parve chocolatc and the tests indicated dairy
product. The consumer should be aware. The ordinary USA
hashgochas surpass the England /European hashgochas.

Grafling 2 or more trec parts (0 a rootstock makes dwarf fruit.
The rootstock may somc times be of a completely different fruit
stock. The concern is kilaivim which the fruits arc permitied but
the trec must (according to Rav Elivashev, Shlita) be uprooted,
not watcred, fertilized etc. Pears are planted on Quince cic.
Check out your trecs and act accordingly.

Butter from non-cholov yisroel milk:

Rabbi Avi Juravel (O-K) has brought up a scrious butter
problem. The butter is pasteurized at some point in time. The
butter is pastcurized on the same hot equipment as the non-
cholov visroel milk. Hence the butter becomes not-permitted
for thosc that are stringent and use cholov-visroel milk but non-
cholov yisroel butter as permitted by the Ramah. Therc was a
full article on the above in the Yated Nc¢'man about 6 weeks
ago.

Re: Young Israel's Star-D:

New Jersey's Governor Whitman's recent statcment on a
different issue put it very succinctly; "Their moral compass has
gone haywire."

Quotes:

The truth must be heard,

Even if the public doesn't like the sound of it.
Whatever the circumstances,

Regardless of the consequences,

The truth must be stated-loudly,
unequivocally.

clearly and

Reb Ahron Kotler, Ob"m

Leam how to withstand animosity,
And to weather unpopulanty,
and carry on the struggle,
to uphold "Hashem's ideals".
R' Shimon Schwab, Ob"m
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Kaghrus Standards:

The kosher consumer's
Rav decides on the
kashrus standards that
cach individual shall
follow, in the same way
that the Rav sets the
standards for all other
matters.

There are some Kashrus
Certifiers that are of the
opinion that they should
be empowered to set the
standards of the kosher

Some Hashgochas have
set their standards to;
utilizing every

available kulah / heter,
and bi-dieved, without
so much as informing
the kosher consumer

or at least their Rav.

There are others in
the field of kashrus

or Rabonim that are
aware of some of the
standards but are not
willing to say or write
about the topics.

When we do come
across certain Gedolim
that are opening our
eyes cither by saying
or writing without

fear of intimidation,

it is time to take heed.

consumer - & not the Rav.

RABBI MOISHE STERNBUCH
Vice President "Eda Hacharedis"
and Dayan Jerusalem Beth-Din

Head Torah Centre Communities
Johannesburg S.A.
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Bakeries, Bagels & Doughnuts:

We had the pleasure of visiting the Podrigal’s bakery in
the Borough Park section of Brooklyn, NY. A shomer
shabbos bakery that does retail and wholesale business.
The visit took place on a busy Thursday aftemoon baking
for Shabbos. We were welcomed into the back where the
actual baking was taking place. We ascertained the
following: They use only fresh eggs, any leftover eggs are
not left overnight but are discarded. The eggs are checked
by a shomer torah u'mitzvos. All employees wash negel
vasser when coming to work in the moming. There is no
dairy baked at all only parve. Chala is taken by a
designated shomer torah umitzvos. The chala is not
bumed when the oven is being used to bake; it’s done at
the end of the day. The ovens and steamers etc. is put on
by a shomer torah umitzvos. The bakery does not operate
at any time without the presence of an on site shomer
torah umitzvos. All the flour is sifted. The bakery provides
all food. No employee may bring any food (even a fruit)
to work.

We have checked other shomer shabbos bakeries and we
have found the following: There are goyim all by
themselves most of the night doing the baking. The night
crew of goyim also bakes dairy with no hashgocha at all.
Dairy should have a choi-sum. No proper system for

especially at night. They drink coffee at night while
baking parve. No negel vasser. It would be wise to check
on the bakery that you patronize what are their standards.
The kosher consumer should ask questions

Coca Cola without the O-U on the bottle:

Coca-Cola has the OU on the soda that is bottled in
certain plants only. Recently we found Coca-Cola with a
hashgocha from a Mass. based organization that was
bottled in Philadelphia. We spoke to certain individuals in
Coke and others and we came to the conclusion that any
Coke that does not have the hashgocha emblem on each
individual bottle can not be relied upon for kashrus. The
kashrus agency feels that they do not want to put their
emblem on since it is not bottled in a plant under
hashgocha. For that same consumers should not be using
soda bottled in a plant not under hAashgocha.

taking chala especially at night. No proper egg checking |

KITNIOS She-nish-tanu on Pesach:

There are some kashrus certifiers in the USA that are
certifying Passover products containing kitnios she-nish-
tanu. The Kosher consumer has every right to know these
facts and have their Rav decide for them. The OK, Kof-K
& the Rabanut in Israel do not currently certify products
with kimmios she-nish-tanu. The OU and Khal Adath
Jeshrun are among the agencies that do certify Passover
products containing kitnios she-nish-tanu. The affected
products may range from Whip topping to Coca-Cola. The
kosher consumer should obtain a complete list from the
respective agencies so they may ask their Rav for
guidance.

Pre-Pesach  Shiur, “Products, Cosmetics, &

Medications”??

There is a well-publicized pre-Pesach shiur on Products,
Cosmetics etc.. Is the information reliable?

The quotes from R’ Moshe Feinstein Z’l are
questionable as there was a lack of communication
between R’ Moshe & the speaker. The quotes from
R’ Ahron 2’| are also questionable as in R’ Ahron’s
responsa it is stated otherwise.The decisions of
reliability of products or Hashgochas are not based
on correct facts. We did verify some of them and
found the opposite to be the correct facts. The
speaker stated that “Rabbi Rubin’s negative kashrus
report on Galil chickens is a forgery”. None other
than Rav Rubin himself showed the speaker the
original report.

What is the speakers scle criteria to know if a
company if owned by a non-Jew?
“ If the owner has a non-Jewish sounding name?.”

The speaker is the owner of Kolatin Gelatin
Company and the Elyon Marshmallows Company.

We personally visited Rav Wosner and Rav Blau to
verify if they concurred with him on his gelatin
products. Their response was “definitely not”.

The speaker also has published booklets in English
on various halacha topics. A number of Poiskim
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disagree with the reasoning and the Halachik
conclusions. One very popular Poisek even went so
far and said that none of his Seforim is to be relied
upon for Halacha, and they should actually be put
into Shaimos.

There are no tapes sold after the shiur and no taping
allowed (others nonetheless have taped it) because
the speaker knows that the information dispensed is
liable to be challenged and is therefore not reliable. .

Soda Fountains:

The soda obtained from fountain dispensers may have a
kashrus concem. Carbonated water is dispensed with
syrup ( Coke, Pepsi, 7-up). There are 2 types of syrup,
either bag in box or a refillable metal canister. Many
different syrup companies refill the metal canisters with
their own brand of non-kosher syrup. The canister may
say on it Coke, Pepsi, 7-Up etc. but it is actually the syrup
companie’s non kosher syrup. The syrup in the bag-in-box
are usually not filled by these syrup outfits, but by the
soda brand company themselves and delivered by their
own flect. The canisters that are delivered directly by
Coke, Pepsi are not a problem.

Hashgocha to a caterer that does kosher and non-
kosher:

There is a non-frum kosher caterer in Long Island, NY
under a National hashgocha. The caterer bought a very
large catering facility that had a few kitchens and the
capacity to do more than one affair at a time. It was very
tempting to do also the non kosher business while at the
same time doing kosher under hashgocha. The Kof-K
kashrus agency refused to continue to give the hashgocha
unless the non-kosher or kosher is sold off to another
caterer. They will not allow them to operate kosher and
non-kosher even with a crew of full time mashgichim.
There is a well-known takaneh not to give a hashgocha to
a proprietor that operates kosher and non-kosher as well.
The Hashgocha was terminated on the 31" of the month.
At midnight another National kashrus agency picked up
the lucrative Hashgocha. The Hashgocha was done
against a well-known takaneh from Agudas Harabonim.
Recently they did indeed sell off the non-kosher to
another entity. See a current article in The Jewish
Homemaker regarding the mishaps that can happen. There
was a similar case of a national kashrus agency that gave a
hashgocha to a caterer that was operating kosher and non-
kosher. The fallout from that type of hashgocha was the
infamous boat fiasco episode in Baltimore, MD, where the
people ate traifos R'L.

Vitamins and health food supplements:

The maxi type health vitamins had on some of their
vitamins 2 hashgochas. They had the OK & a heimishe
hashgocha on some while on others they had only the
heimishe hashgocha. The OK did not approve certain
ingredients. Giving a proper Hashgocha on vitamins is not
an easy hashgocha. A vast amount of knowledge of
ingredients and methods of production and expertise is
required to properly certify their kashrus. The vitamins &
health supplements, which the OK refused to certify as
kosher the other heimishe certifier did acept as kosher.
On the current maxi type vitamins we see the OK is not
certifying any of their products. The heimishe hashgocha
with a new National emblem is now on all of their
products by itself.

Party planners:

Party planners have their private home places that make
their high class products. Most of those places are in a
private home without any Hashgocha (See Darkei tshuva
Y"D #119 takanes vaad harotzes. Not to sell any food
items without a hashgocha.) We do question the use of a
private home commercially prepared product without a
proper hashgocha. A kosher consumer should not accept
it and should always ask questions.

Poultry parts left in cavity:

There is a Pennsylvania based poultry processor that for
financial considerations puts the raw liver into the cavity
of the bird. The consumer must remove the liver before
cooking or roasting, as it may render the bird not kosher.
The consumer must also not thaw the bird in a microwave
or in water longer than 24 hours. The liver in a frozen
turkey is practically impossible to remove especially with
the metal leg clip. The kosher consumer can call their 800
number to complain or E-mail them and the kastrus
certifiers.

There is a New Jersey processor that has all too often left
poultry parts in the cavity lungs, liver parts, hearts,
kidneys etc. The cavities should be checked and cleaned
before using. Call the company and their kashrus certifiers
to complain.

Poultry repacked by the distributors:

The poultry distributors usually carry a variety of brands
from different processors with various hashgochas. The
kosher consumer may prefer one specific brand or
hashgocha to another one. The kashrus certifier only
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certifies the poultry while it is in its original sealed
package. Once the distributor opened the package whether
for adding ice or to repackage into smaller consumer
packs the original hashgocha is voided. The fact that the
hashgocha is voided once the package is opened was
confirmed by some of the certifiers (Hisachdus CRC,
Rabbi Rubin-Rechovot Re: Hod Lavan) It 1s also a
concem with packaged goods coming from Eretz Yisroel.
Some of their items come in a commercial pack and the
local store repackages the items into a retail pack. The
hashgocha is no longer in effect.

Repacked nuts. fruit and candies also have the

problem.

Why you should have your own mashgiach at your
affair:

There are many reasons to have your own mashgiach
addition to the caterers’ in house mashgichim: a) bishul-
akum. Many commercial ovens do not have working
pilots. Pilots do become extinguished if water or other
liquid spilled over. Rice cookers do not have pilots.
Electric cooking equipment does not have pilots. b) Are
any utensils being kashered? Are they anon ben-yomoi?
See the recent articles on this topic.

Passover Matzo Meal:

We have addressed this in the past re: Gefilte fish
manufacturers that use matzo-meal after Passover. The
problem is that in order to maintain a white matzo-meal
the bakeries do tend to under bake the matzo and perhaps
let it dry and then make it into matzo-meal. Others will
not consider the matzo meal acceptable for Passover use.
The Star-k will not accept it while the OU does. The ones
that do not accept it for Passover will also have a problem
using it after Passover because of chometz she-ovar. Many
of the large matzo-meal users 1ie. Gefilte fish
manufacturers will try to purchase the matzo-meal
cheaply after Passover.

Clarification Re: Dagim products.

We may have been misquoted on the above. We wrote in
the past to the OU regarding their Hashgocha on Dagim
products.

We were not seeking a Mehadrin hashgocha on the
product just a basic Hashgocha that will meet the OU
standards. We wanted every run to have a sufficient
amount of qualified OU Mashgichim to kasher, check the
fish, etc. If Dagim wants to improve on the Kashrus fine,
but we want at least the basic standards. The kosher
consumer does realize that it is a  justifiable expense to

have a crew of qualified mashgichim. Fish Hashgocha
requires expertise that only an experienced Mashgiach has.

Displaced thigh in chickens:

The farmers pick the 3-5 chickens in one hand and put
them into crates. While picking the chickens they grab
them by one leg &throw them into crates. Many times
that causes the thigh to get displaced causing the chicken
to become a freifa. The consumer should check the inside
of the chicken by the thigh for a blood blotch. If a blood
blotch is found it should be checked further as the
displacement may have occurred before the shechita.

National Hashgocha wouldn’t certify non-cholov
yisroel:

A National kosher certifying agency wouldn’t certify any
product that contained non-cholov yisroel “they did
consider it a dvar issur”. Because of that factor many
Bnei Torah were of the opinion that the certifier most
probably has a higher kashrus standard in general. Some
Bnei Torah realized over time that they were mistaken.

The certifier was unable to forego the lucrative non-
cholov yisroel market. They ultimately located an
organization that was in desperate need of additional
funds. . (They needed someone to be their shai-gatz.)
The organization also had to look aside on morality (it's
spelied right) issues to which others have rejected outright.

Din Torah affect on kashrus:

We will discuss in a future issue IY”’H the ramifications of a certain
Din Torzh Psak. Ie: how the Psak affects some Kashrus certifiers and
others involved in kashrus.

Solving a problem by a Shechita at a slaughterhouse:

A number of Rabonim were upset with certain lack of kashrus
standards. They complained to the kashrus certifier and were
pulting pressure on the kashrus certifying agency . The response
was an immediate letter to all of the 3040 shoichtim and
mashgichim. The letter stated in no uncertain terms that anyone
who will tell any outside person what is going on is eligible for
immediate dismissal.

Succah at an eating establishment:

When eating on Succos in a kosher certified restaurant, pizza store, fast
food etc. make sure that the succah was checked by a responsible rav.
Some kosher certifiers are of the opinion that the kashrus of the succah
is not their problem, while the kosher consumer is of the opinion that
the kosher certifier has approved the kashrus of the succah.

S —
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Animal based Gelatin products & Marshmallows:

The kosher consumer knows that all products
manufactured in Israel with the OU are made under the
responsibility of Rabbi Rubin. All of the products are
produced under a Mehadrin kashrus standard. Any OU
certified product made in Israel not under Rabbi Rubin’s
Mehadrin standards is an unauthorized OU certification as
far as the kosher consumer is concerned.

The owner of an animal based gelatin and marshmallow
company manipulated the OU to permit this non-
Mehadrin marshmallow to be produced for Passover in
Israel. Rabbi Rubin refused to do it because the gedoilei
hapoiskim in Israel do not agree with the parve status.
Last year it was agreed that they would not be making it in
Israel any more. This year it was made again in Israel
against that agreement. (Unauthorized)

It was previously publicized in two publications
naccurately that “it was produced under the guidance and
direction of the world-renowned Rabbi Avrohom Rubin.”
It was actually in defiance of Rabbi Rubin. The other
European certifier wrote to me that it was only produced
after consultation with Rav Shmuel Wosner of Bnei Brak
and Rav Blau of the Aida B'datz. I personally went to both
of them and they never agreed to such a thing. (More about
some European certifying standards in a future issue)

The Kosher certifiers allow the owner of Kolatin to be
present durning the Kashering & Hashgocha. There is an
hourly expense (s200.00+)for the use of the equipment. The
owner does have an interest to speed up the clean-up and
the Kashering.(A net annual profit of % million dollars plus,does
come with some expected resonable Hashgocha expenses.)

Rav Ahron Kotler in his responsa restricts the production
of kosher animal based gelatin must be made in n—e-w
u-t-e-n-s-i-l-s. The fact is they were not made in new
utensils. Others are of the opinion that Rav Ahron Kotler
"] retracted from the parve status of gelatin.

The Kof-k in a notice last month in an Israeli paper stated
“The Kof-K does NOT certify any candy bearing the
words “KOSHER GELATIN” in the ingredients.

Iowa based Agri meat and poultry products:

Has the kashrus improved at all since we wrote about it?

1)To date was there a retraction from Rabbi Lichtenstein (Krasne
Dayan), Rabbi Moskowitz (Shutz Dayan), Rabbi Gornish, Rabbi
Stein (Foltichan Dayan), Rabbi Segal (Kusina).? NO!
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2) Do they have now a sufficient amount of qualified

shoichtim by the beef? How about by the poultry?

3) Did they stop the label switching? Brands? Certifiers?
Glatt? Exc.

4) Do they allow the Shoichtim & Boidikim to always
daven with a minyan?

5) Do they have sufficient amount of qualified mashgichim?

6) Do they have sufficient amount of qualified minakrim?

7) Did they increase the size of the salting conveyor to allow
a full hour for salting,

8) Do they still have to work on Erev Yomtov etc.?

9) Do they still use the same boidikim for glatt & non-glatt?

10) Is the same bodek chutz still responsible for the tickets, the
board, and all the other jobs?

11) Does the plant personnel still have access to control the
speed of the line?

12) Do the mashgichim have the exclusive control of the speed
of the lines?

13) Does the mashgiach have any control on the labels?

14) Can the plant still print computer generated labels etc.
without the exclusive control of the mashgichim?

15) Do they still claim the impossible that all of their meat is
Bet Yosef?

16) Can a minaker suddenly become a boidek/machshir?

17) 'Was the niputz put in order?

18) Is all the deli (glatt & non glant) still done on the same
equipment?

19) Is there a bar-code system in place for every piece of beef,
kosher and non-kosher as well? Will we be able to track
the beef and avoid shenanigans?

20) Does the Bodek have a stop button available for his use?.

21) 1Is there a fool proof system for marking the neveilis?

When we will have somc answers to these few questions we
will be able to proceed with some of our other concemns.

Rabbi Yehuda Shain — koshereye@yahoo.com
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We visited most all of the factories in Isracl that bake the
traditional Shmurah Matzos for the Passover holiday, & are
sold in the US.A. There was one factory we visited in
particular that impressed us the most; the_18 minute
Shmurah Matzes from "Yad-Binvomin".

The process begins with the cutting of the wheat. (They use a
mix of 3 strains of wheat). It is cut when the wheat has
moisture of 11%, which is the preferred ratio of ripeness. It
is then stored in a dry storage & controlled against vermin.

The Wheat is ground into flour. (the temp we measured with a
"ray-gun" at the grinder exit did not exceed 30.5C). 1t is then
sifted in very fine sifters and stored in sealed drums for a
minimum of 3 days beforc use-so the flour is not more than
room temp. The water used is well water (containing no
chiorine) taken in the evening-just at sunset, and stored in a
closed building so the water will remain cold.

The flour is again sifted through extra fine sifters before
use. The pre-measured flour is manually dumped into the
electric mixer, followed by the manual pouring of the pre-
measured & strained water into the mixer. The flour &
water are mixed for approximately 2 minutes, till it js
combined into 2 mass only-before it becomes a dough (so as
not to cause the dough to become warm) We measured the
temperature at the mass, the mixer walls & the blade, none
exceeded 21C.

The mass is dumped manually inte a hopper, which feeds
the mass through sets of rollers that compress the mass into
dough. (Temperatures did not exceed 21.5C) At that point
the "Chalah" is separated & removed from the dough for
later burning,

The dough is taken manually to the next scts of rollers that
press and flatien the dough to the uitimate thickness of the
desired matzos. (Again the temp. did not exceed 21.5C) The
dough is then fed through the perforating wheels, and onto a
disposable (used ouly 1 time) clear plastic sheet that feeds the
matzos into the oven. The metal belt that carries the matzos
through the oven are never at a lower temperature than
275C. The oven temp. is maintained at 325C.

There is an insulating panel at the catrance to the oven so
the immediate area preceding the oven entrance ("'pi-
hatanur") does not get warm, & will not make the matzo
dough warm. When the matzos exit the oven they are
completely baked and crisp.

All of the removable equipment (2-mixers & perforator etc.) is

dismantled every 18 minutes and thoroughly washed with
cold water and then dried. The non-removable equipment is
cleaned with compressed air & water, which prevent flour
dust to become air-borne. The new batch does not begin
until such time that the "Mashgichim" have checked all of
the equipment and are satisfied that it is spotlessly clean.
None of the personnel are being rushed to finish cleaning,
Their goal is perfection, and they have produced the
premium machine matzo.

Note: All hand Matzos from any bakery should be checked
before "Yom-Tov" for "Kefulos" etc.

Glatt meat mart: In the Fiabush section of
Brooklyn, NY there is a Glatt Meat Mart under the
Hashgocha of a Maryland based agency. Many consumers
did their purchases there assuming that it had a high level of
Kashrus. After numerous visits by "Menakrim" it was
determined that the standards for " Nikur" are
unacceptable.

It was found that certain "chelev” which the "Ramak" says
should be removed- was not removed. In addition certain
Chelev that may be a " Di-oraisa"™ was also not removed, The
Certifier when confronted said it was "botul™. It was also
found that the non-Jewish workers (who do the actual
"treiboring™) many times did not have the "Mashgiach"
check their "nikur” if it was done properly.

The Owner himself is a "straight” person that is being
misled by his kosher certifier. The same certifier misled him
and many others previously by the GALIL chickens. The
Arbitrator (Rabbi Avrohom Rubin from Israel) determined
that the Galil chickens that was being certified as kosher
was actually close to 20% percent "Neveila". The certifier
promised to make the changes, but it is not happening.

A number of the Flatbush Rabonim are aware of the serious
concerns but are being respectful of the kosher certifier. Ask
your Rav what to do & there are available places before
Yom-tav to kasher keilim if your Rav advises so.

ROMAINE LETTUCE:

It seems that like every vear there is kosher certified
romaine lettuce available on the market. There are the
whole leaves and even whole hearts (the leaves are still
attached to the stem). The hearts can not be done in a
matter that is acceptable but must be separated and checked
leaf by leaf. The whole leaf ones should also be checked leaf
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by leaf. The system of checking for infestation is not
acceptable. We have found that the Whole leaves from
Israel "Katif" just required a rinsing and it can be used.

If one is not proficient in checking romaine lettuce he should
only use the "Katif" brands from Israel

SHATNEZ TESTING:

Since the demisc of Rabbi Roscnberg Ob"m, there have been
numerous complaints to Rabonim that the current system in
place in a Brooklyn based Shatnez Lab is not acceptable.
Over the years thc manufacturing & processes in the
garment industry have had many changes & due to the
overworked conditions they did not keep up with industry.
1t is alleged that labels were being put on before a proper
check was done. Ask a Rav for guidance.

MAXI-TYPE VITAMINS:

We have written previously that the Maxi-vitamins do net
have an acceptable/reliable Hashgocha. The O-K labs was
removed about a year ago. When the O-K Labs did certify
the products they refused to certify all of their products
because of kashrus issues. The Maxi-vitamins tried to get the
O-U to accept their current certifier carte blanche, which of
course they refused. As things stand today Vitamins are not
an easy Hashgocha, and the Maxi-vitamins must obtain a
reliable certifier in conjunction with their current certifier.
Till that time the kosher consumers should avail themselves
and use the vitamins with a more reliable certification.

DAGIM (=FISH) PRODUCTS: (2™ article of 5)

We wrote previously about some concerns with the kaskrus
of a certain distributor of fish products. First & forcmost we
are talking about a Rav Hwnachshir & owners that are
"Frum & Erliche” people. We must also understand that
Kashrus is an industry that is constantly changing & getting
more sophisticated. There is more to giving a proper
Hashgocha than knowing what a quality fish should be.
Only one that is constantly in the know of manufacturing,
processing etc. is qualified to give a proper Hashgocha.

Now some of the concerns; The Gefilte fish is being done
without a proper Hashgocha, nor is there a Mashgiach
checking every fish for "simonim". There arc only Goi-yim
processing the fish. The eggs are not checked etc. It is not
being done with a foremost concern for kashrus.

The Tuna fish racks have a heavy coat of black fish-oil "bi-
ein” on it, which is a "cha-tzitza". The amount of time that
the racks are in the precookers is not sufficient for kashering
purposes. The same would be with the retorts and the retort
baskets. The vegetable broth cooker does require kashering,
and the kashering is not done properly.

There is no system whereby each fish can be checked for
l—¢g

"sim-onim”, & there aren't enough people to supervise
properly the production. They are of the opinion that you do
not have to check every fish. Their position is unacceptable
as far as kashrus is concerned. Rav Moshe Feinstein & Rav
Henkin , Ob"m among others disagree with that position.

The hundreds of workers go out for a break & lunch and
return to work to do a Kosher/Passover production without
so much as washing their hands & changing their aprons.

They leave to the production on Motzei-Shabbos, and arc up
straight through Tuesday, when they return to NY. They do
not stay for the labeling of the cans, they want to rely on the
Hebrew letters in the can's code number. The metal Hebrew
letters are easily available to the Company. 1 did have cans
that had no Hebrew letters in the code. The labels are left in
the fish processing company's facility with no accarate
count nor sealed.

The O-U has instructed them to notify the O-U of every
production 10 days in advance, so they can send their own
Mashgichim. They have not complied with that basic request
because of the expense of a proper amount of masghichim.

We are also questioning the justification of charging the
consumer for high standards of Kashrus when they are
being deprived of those standards that they rightfully are
entitled to have.

AHAVA DISTIBUTED CHEESES:

Ahava distributes many different cheeses under different
names, ie. Golan etc. Approx. 2 years ago we contacted the
Chug Chasam Sofer Hashgocha in Bnei Brak to verify if they
certify the kashrus of the various cheeses? Their response
was "no" they do not. In December of '98 Chug sent a letter
which was ultimately published in various newspapers that
they do not certify the various hard cheeses distributed by
Ahava Dairy. Kosher Consumers " beware".

STEAK SEASONING & POULTRY RUB- O-U DAIRY?
R.L. Schreiber Steak Seasoning & poultry rub is certified by
the O-U as Parve. There was published a Kosher Alert by
the O-U that the product is actually dairy & they forgot the
"D", We are wondering if every consumer worldwide knows
what the "D" means? Why would a kosher certifier be
willing to certify a seasoning that is intended for meat &
poultry and has dairy ingredients?

We have also seen an interesting seasoning blend "PORK &
VEAL MAGIC" certified by the STAR-K. The STAR-K
claims that in most size cans of Pork & Bcans the pork is
actually botul- as the manufacturers put in less than 1.67%
of pork. When the seasoning product was to be distributed
in Israel the Israeli Rabbinate refused to grant approval.
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RABBIS RUBIN & KOOK LEAVE O-U ISRAEL: ISRAEL CONSUMERS BEWARE:

The reason for the separation actually began a few vears A number of candy products being sold in Isracl and being
ago. A Degree holding graduate of RIETS changed his manufactured by HARIBO Co. of Spain, Baltimore &
venue to Lakewood, NJ. The individual became a partner in Bonn with a Hashgocha. There are some inconsistencies in
the Kolatin/Elyon gelatin Co. & was marketing a meat the ingredients & the labels scem suspect. The source of the
based Gelatin Marshmallow. The individual wanted to make gelatin is also at this time suspect. Consumers beware!

the marshmallow in Israel where the Gedbolei Haposkim (as

was written to a2 member of the Moetzes by one of the RUBASHKIN (AGRI-MEATS IOWA:

poiskim in Israel) were vehemently against such a product. There arc many people who still belicve that the fact that
It is being manufactured against a specific requirement in a the KAJ (Breuer Kehila) gives a hashgocha in the plant
printed responsa by Reb Aharon Kaotler, O ' BM. means at least "their" meat is acceptable even though the

rest may not be. The main problem at the Rubashkin plant
Rabbi Rubin who headed the O-U Isracli office refused to is the Dayan of KAJ (Breuer kehila). He has caused the

have it manufactured in Israel as the Gedolei Haposkim are serious kashrus problems in the plant.

against it. The individunal manipulated the O-U to forge

ahead & produce the gelatin product with certain We are surc they made a heter for the plant to be working
assurances that were not up held. That was the beginning of on Shabbos & Yom-Tov. 1t is also a very convenient set up
breaking the Mehadrin standard established in Isracl by in a company that there is no control on the kosher labels,
Rabbis Kook & Rubin. As time went & they did the Lubavitch claims that even though others may not control
Marshmallows again & they got away with it the O-U their kosher labels, they do have a control on theirs.

dccided to skirt the whole Mehadrin standard in Israel.
We are not aware of any significant changes that would

The Consumer should be aware that "product of Isracl” render the meat products from there to be acceptable to the
with the O-U should not be considered a Mehadrin product. discriminating kosher consumer. Their products under any
label still remain as not recommended.

PASKESZ CHOCOLATE COINS:

There were Parve Paskesz chocolate coins that were found The KAJ Kashrus used to be a very reliable Hashgocha.
to contain dairy product. It was produced in England under Times have changed since the present Dayan took over &
the supervision of a certain England based Dayan. The dairy 2ot tenure. We pray and hope that the KAJ Kehila will open
equipment was not cleaned out from dairy cholov akum their eyes and put in the right people that will return the
before making parve, The Dayan ran some dark chocolate glory to the Kehila. The Kosher consmmer is very sensitive
& then allowed the parve product. to high kashrus standards.

There is a filet Salmon lox produced under the hashgocha of STAR-K & NEW SQUARE HASHGOCHAS:

the England based Dayan. 1t has only one seal, The non- There are a number of products that have the New Square
Jewish Company is in control of the seals and puts on the kosher symbol and the Star-K. Rav Neushloss O"bm the
seals. A Mashgiach comes in to the Company only once a Dayan of New Square instructed the New Square kashrus
month. The Dayan claims that the Hashgocha is a forgery, Org. on at least 2 occasions to refrain from being on the

yet he did not publicize that claim in any kashrus alert. same product as the Star-K. The Kosher consumer should
There is a letter from his kashrus agency stating that it is therefore refrain from purchasing any product that has the
under their Hashgocha and that the Dayan is of the opinion two Hashgochas on them.

that the red color is a sufficient simon. We all know that the

color could be a dye. PRE-PESACH SHIURIM in Borou ark & Lakewood:

As we have said on previous occasions that a specific pre-
The England based Dayan produced a fish based gelatin in a pesach shiur that does not allow taping among other
non kosher facility without cleaning or kashering certain concerns etc, remains unreliable.

cquipment & called it a "mehadrin" product.
The sponsors of the shiurim should review the PSAK from

The England based Dayan Produced meat based gelatin the Baltimore Bais-Din (the featured speaker V. the
product in Israel. The Dayan wrote to us that before he did investor partners of Kolatin/Elyon). It is important before
it he consulted with Rav Blau of B'daty, Yerushlaim and Rav deciding if to feature a specific speaker to check on the
Wosner of Bnai-Brak. When they were approached by us to reliability of the information he is dispensing. Others have
verify the facts they both were at a loss, they said they told read the PSAK and have made their educated decision.

the Dayan specifically that they do not agree with the Herer They did not accept what they were told the Psak said. What
of making meat-based gelatin. they were told was not what they ultimately read.
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HASHGOCHA STANDARDS?

Some Hashgochas are gaining in popularity. There are many reasons that can be the causes. 1) Their standards are impeccable so the discerning
kosher consumer is looking to purchase the products with their certification. 2) The distributors and manufacturers want certain hashgochas
because their requirements are minimal so there is a big saving in outlay of dollars. They are convinced that the consumer is gullible and they
will not realize the sub-standard kashrus that they are receiving. The Kosher consumer may and should ask certifiers what are their standards.
Do they have a full time qualified Mashgiach by every production? Is the hashgocha based on certain assumptions? What are they? etc.

We would start with the following: Star-k, Rabbi Yechicl Babad-Tartikov, Udvarie kosher, Manchester, Gemf Hashgochas.

Kosher Consumers Union P.0.B. 172 Lakewood, New Jersey 08701
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The purpose of this is to enlist the help of the 9123 in resolving a
serious situation. It is not the intention of this letier to harass the
0T N0, others who make functions, and caterers. Rather, we
would like to work together to improve the current kashrus situation
so that affairs are done without compromises.

The 728 in the metropolitan New York area, should be aware of
compromises in NT22 being made at dinpers catered in non-kosher
botels/halls. Unfortunately, the current N1 standards at functions
at the non-kosher hotels is not 19'1N29 and not MY 929, and
rely on many M9%. Some of the problems can be corrected
through proper planning by each organization making a dinner,
while others require the cooperation of all.

The 77N 713 in the New York area attend dinners (weddings,
Bar-Mitzvah etc.) relying on the reputation of the sponsoring
N1 & organizations and their leadership, unaware of the
compromises in NP2 at these dinners. It is clear that the
standards in metropolitan N.Y.C. are considerably lower than in
some other cities with large Jewish populations. For example, in
Chicago most of the major hotels that have 2> functions must
have a separate kitchen complete with all D92 & silverware. The
kitchen is kept locked by the C.R.C./ Kashrus Organization.

2Dt INIPIN Y NBYY 1 PXIN 299, when told how the
kashering is done at dinners catered at non-kosher hotels, responded

that i-t i-s a OINRD 931.

Specifics of some M>"RW/concems are outlined below.
One of the concerns involves the TN of chafing dishes &
serving platters. There is often very little liquid when the foods are
heated in the chafing dishes. Many P2 hold that they require a
T3 11277, because they're considered a NaMm. Currently most of
the large caterers do merely a 19037 on them. At this time, it
appears that one 727 only has implemented a policy requiring
that any function under their supervision must use their own chafing
dishes (though not the covers?) & serving platiers. Some NTIOW
who made dinners under their own 227 didn't meet this basic
standard.
Another serious problem relates to the T3 of ovens.

Even if one is 9p° (after consulting a Pr1aw (IR 770) in using

a W 12 with 5P 1129, the few hours that are allocated for @2,
don't allow enough time to clean these difficult ovens.

Many affairs use the hotel's silverware. It is well known among
caterers that it is very difficult to clean silverware as the food and
rust gets stuck between the prongs of the fork and on the blades of
the serrated knives. The person designated to clean the silverware
is usually a Jow paid " with absolutely no interest in NTZD.
Therefore, however you are ™22 even not a W1 12 you can still
have problems of}°22 still present. The caterers are usually 231
in a state of WT" 13, by using ammonia as a D1, also not a
75125, The proper method to do 913 is in plain water, not
water with a D2 in it, (or to do it twice, 1st in water
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with a DD in it at kashering temperature 212f, and then a
second time in plain water at 212f- boiling temperature.)
The steam kettle (soup-pot) is usually used for the boiling
of the water for 119211, The steam-kettle is also a W7 12
& the outside as well as the other parts are very difficult
to clean & often are not clean. Another serious problem is
when the steam-kettle stops boiling for various reasons.
Cooking w/not DIB3, - " steamn is a problem in itself.

Note: Many caterers don't 931 their D93, 3 PON A*T-1wn ATIK “Y
05303 Soikn S1axSd ToRw |, 0930 Yham abw nwvona

It should be known, that at affairs at non-kosher hotels/
halls etc., the bottom plate known as the “service-plate”
frequently comes from the hotel/hall and is 5", The
justification for using these plates is that people don't eat
from them. However, many people who attend these dinne
do (unknowingly) indeed use these plates for #*1 727
olives, pickles, peppers, cole slaw etc. The glass items are
generally the hotel's. The 5" service plates & the glass
items get washed in the dishwasher with the caterers own
D™D 0'92. Should we use 19MNDY, the glass items
(including whiskey glasses) from the non-kosher hall?,

There is another major problem: the dish-washer. There is
almost always }°¥2 remaining in the dishwasher, putting
in ammonia as a DD is not sufficient. The dishwasher
must be clean, and not a 11" 12. The dishwasher is a
TR 92, as it has heating elements directly into the
water compartments. (The first compartment usually
doesn't have any sosp for a BIW). The 51377 1 water
temperature wouldhawtnchlZF.Thcfactisthatthe
dighwackor sozchcs wudy 180T temp. 33 70000,
GENERAL CONCERNS
There is a geperal problem of control when simultaneous
TS & w2 RS functions take place, even on different
floors, such as (1) a waiter at another 7197 affair that is
going on at the same time, bringing the D7 food by
mistake to table #1 in the kosher affair, D@1 On if you
don't realize it..(If you do catch it-.."OH! wrong ball-room
I'm sorry”). 2-0%0030 103...especially when the ball room
is on a different floor than the kitchen (very common).
How is the meat & fish delivered to the hotel? Does the
driver also have a key to the back of the truck ? Does the
U0 recognize his party’s waiters? Waiters should ther-
efore wear lapel pins w/ the D caterers hame engraved.
There is also the problem of the hotel staff preparing the
fruit and cold platters. They use their own D2 (knives,
cutting boards etc.) and they use them also to cut their
77 hard cheeses & salami etc.. Platters are sometimes
prepared on N2Y for a WX or Sunday function (with-




.1 makes the fruit cups (oranges, grapefruit

. 1stael?) The chefs bave the keys to the MBI

.s [ freezers, storage, pantry. Try to control access when

wods something in middle of the tumult. You tend to use most

of the belp from the hotel's non-kosher hall so you have problems

to deal with- D"1DD 52 etc.. The chefs will tend to try to use

their own tools-knives ctc. and the waiters bring their own 1270
serving pieces.

They go to the hotel stockroom to take additional silverware
unbeknown to the 130, The caterer does not supply the bar with
the liquor. The hall supplies all the liquor. The lemons/limes get cut
by the facilities’ bar tender. All of the above is taken from actual
episodes that are still happening today, etc. There are many more
problems that we haven't mentioned at all.

Our interest at this point is only to bring the surface of the
problem to the attention of the ones who can institute a change,
(AT MM2- the 71710 212 should ask for a change.)

LUTI ; T

Some of the major 1O have found a partial solution to the
problem of AWM ovens, equipment, utensils & silverware as a 12
17, by specifying in the contract that the ovens, utensils &
sufficient silverware have to be turned over to the control of the
<01 / 130" 24 hours before the caterers start their cooking.

In the event of a shortage, new silverware must be provided.

By doing this, the 71227 at the last minute is avoided.

A major improvement in 01722 standards can happen if the
major M13@" & T organizations unite to negotiate with the
major hotels. (This might be achieved under the auspices of the
umbrella Organizations). The @2 dinners and simchas provide
substantial revenues for these hotels & catering halls & they should
be willing to make accommodations & concessions in order to
enlarge their share of the W2 business. Some facilities claim to
have set aside w2 kitchens. However, they aren’t under adequate
N2 control. e.g. “keys”.

Meanwhile to improve N1 standards, we can implement some
of the solutions outlined below, & thereby alleviate some of the
larger problems, until we can implement all of the proper changes.
These goals, though not easy to accomplish, are attainable and it is
certainly worthwhile to improve the N2 standards so that the
[T can hold their dinners & serve food without having to rely
on many 97. We are sure that at the 177 128 & leadership
of the NT0M will take this into account when planning their
dinners / functions.

The public should be informed of the standards of MWD in
effect at each dinner. We would appreciate the public’s help in
uniting of the MAw* & MNITOW in dealing with these hotels &
caterers. 11N 733 should be completely comfortable in eating at
an affait & be able to say W™ OMIY 1IN,

We understand that a large hotel in N.Y.C. is now negotiating
with a major 7MW@ to cater WD functions using the hotel's in-
house caterer. This indicates a desire by the hotels to get a larger
share of the kosher business. This is also a business threat to the
large kosher caterers who cater for the 1770 in the non-kosher
hotels. It may encourage those caterers to propose to some of the
other large hotels to set up a separate kosher kitchen under

a proper 1M3wi. The caterers’ whose standards are not
approved by the NMiwi, can still avail themselves to the
catering of functions in non-kosher “Kashered” facilities.

Another very serious concer is that some caterers buy
many of their dishes & equipment from auctions ($3$).
The dishes, pots, pans & equipment are all ;™. Do they
~2> china? Should we use 12N27 those kashered
D"997. These “kashered” D¥22 are being used also by the
caterers in their own kitchen & catering facilities that is
supposed to be an always kosher facility.

Other caterers are renting dishes from “party-rental”
companies, or from other caterers (unbeknown to the one
making the affair) that don't have the same standards
as the caterer who's actually doing the affair.

All of the above solutions are temporary ones,
for cases of 7a™13 at most, but not (19T,

437 %97 ... MO "IN 90 WK, has been tried, and it
jllSl does n-o-t work.’121 "R TP KXW RN TR,
The above pertains also to Weddings / Bar-Mitzvah etc.
with your own additional 2R, as some are doing now.

The ™23 (consumers) & the ones responsible for planning

the functions for the NTOM & affairs should work as a

united group. In cooperation with the MM & caterers,

we can obtain the necessary concessions to improve N2
* * *

* * * *

moynS-  The ultimate decider of kashrus standards

will be- “The Kosher Consumer” .
Therefore it's incumbent to be an
("EKC")= “Educated Kosher Consumer”,
Not a complacent kosher consumer.
* * *%* * * * *

The “EKC” ™28 must ask what standards are being
used before attending an affair. Check with your

21 if these standards are acceptable for you to eat
there. Remember it's only the 7128 who can affect
change by insisting that the standards they demand
at home be met also when they eat outside.

~ ~

“K'hal Adath Jeshurin” (Breuer's) is to be commended
on their new “caterers” policy of giving only exclusive
Hashgochas. The often misunderstood option of
“Hashgocha by request”, will not be available any more.
“Learn how to withstand animosity,

and to weather unpopularity,

& carry on the struggle to uphold Hashem's ideals”
quote from R’ Shimon Schwab-2"p13t

! ! 1 t ] ] | 1
For comments:(Note: S. Foxman's affiliation and contribution to
this “B'nai-Torsh kashrus letter” is only on the subject of
Functions in non-kosher “kashered” facilities.)
Shmuel Foxman, 1137 Sage St., Far Rockaway,
N.Y. 11691 - 718-337-1117
<€ * > * < * > 4 < * > * <
For comments etc. on any other kashrus matters mentioned in
the “B'nai-Torah Kashrus Letter” series - please contact,
*=90 32 Kashrus Letter” 1@ ‘11" publisher.

P.O. Box 172, Lakewood, N.J. 08701 908-363-7979







